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Executive Summary 

From November 2012 to March 2013, co-principal investigators Laura Faucher and Will Stark conducted 

an architectural history survey of the Luverne Commercial District in Luverne, Minnesota. The purpose 

of this project was to identify and evaluate the potential for a district focusing on Luverne’s downtown 

commercial core for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The team surveyed a 16-

block area bound by Luverne Street on the north, Warren Street on the south, Estey Street on the west, 

and Spring Street on the east (Northwest ¼ of Section 11, Township 102N, Range 45W). Main Street, the 

city’s principal commercial corridor, runs east-west through the center of this area.  

The architectural history survey began with background research conducted at the Minnesota State 

Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), the Minnesota Historical Society, and the Rock County Historical 

Society to identify historical themes related to the development of the area and to specific properties 

within the survey area. During the field survey the Principal Investigators documented properties 

associated with the commercial context using field notes, digital photographs, and Minnesota 

Architecture-History inventory forms.  

Principal Investigators conducted an architectural history survey of the Luverne Commercial core to 

identify the potential for a historic district meeting National Register standards. The Principal 

Investigators conclude that the Luverne Commercial core possesses local significance in the area of 

Commerce meeting NRHP significance Criterion A: association with events that have made a significant 

contribution to the broad patterns of history.  Portions of the historic core retain sufficient integrity to 

convey the historic significance of the commercial district.  Two periods of significance are under 

consideration. Period of significance Alternative 1 begins in 1878 and concludes in 1948. Using this 

period, a tighter district would encompass 31 contributing and 15 non-contributing properties. Period of 

significance Alternative 2 begins in 1878 and concludes at an undetermined date after 1948. Using this 

period, a larger district could be drawn. Further research would be necessary to support the larger 

district and extended period of significance under Alternative 2. 

The Principal Investigators offer the following recommendations: 

• Consult with the National Register Historian of the Minnesota SHPO to review the findings of 

this study. Concurrence with the findings and directions for further investigation should be 

discussed before pursuing a National Register nomination. 

• Pursue National Register listing of the Luverne Commercial Historic District based on the 

findings of this study after consultation with the National Register Historian. 

• Conduct further research on the post-World War II commercial influence of downtown Luverne 

to support a period of significance that post-dates 1948, if appropriate. 

• Consider a façade restoration program prior to National Register listing. Many of the otherwise-

historic downtown buildings have modern façade and storefront treatments, significantly 
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compromising their historic integrity. Consequently, these buildings are either excluded for the 

proposed historic district boundaries or are considered non-contributing. Modifications that 

meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and/or expose the original historic fabric and 

design, could alter that shape and consistency of a historic district. Consultation with an 

architect familiar with historic buildings and designs is recommended. 
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1.0 Introduction 

From November 2012 to March 2013, co-principal investigators Laura Faucher and Will Stark conducted 

an architectural history survey of the Luverne Commercial District in Luverne, Minnesota. The purpose 

of this project was to identify and evaluate the potential for a district focusing on Luverne’s downtown 

commercial core for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The team surveyed a 16-

block area bounded by Luverne Street on the north, Warren Street on the south, Estey Street on the 

west, and Spring Street on the east (Northwest ¼ of Section 11, Township 102N, Range 45W) (Figure 1). 

Main Street, the city’s principal commercial corridor, runs east-west through the center of this area.  

The architectural history survey began with background research conducted at the Minnesota State 

Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), the Minnesota Historical Society, and the Rock County Historical 

Society to identify historical themes related to the development of the area and to specific properties 

within the survey area. During the field survey the Principal Investigators documented properties 

associated with the commercial context using field notes, digital photographs, and Minnesota 

Architecture-History inventory forms.  

1.1 BACKGROUND 

The City of Luverne has recently established a Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC). Defining a 

historic district in the downtown commercial and civic core is among its primary goals.  The HPC would 

like the district to be both locally designated and eligible for potential National Register designation.  

The study is being conducted to determine if there is a historic district and, if so, what the parameters of 

the district might be. If the evaluation determines that there is a historic district within the core, the 

next step would be to prepare a National Register nomination for that district.   
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Figure 1. Luverne Central Business District Survey Area 
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2.0 Methods 

2.1 OBJECTIVES 

The purpose of the architectural history survey was to evaluate the historical significance of the 

downtown commercial and civic core to determine if a historic district meeting National Register criteria 

is present.  All work for this project was conducted in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation [48 Federal Register 44716-44760] 

and using the Minnesota SHPO’s Guidelines for History/Architecture Projects in Minnesota. The 

outcomes of this project not only comply with necessary standards for such surveys, but will also be a 

useful tool for City planning staff as they carry out the day-to-day activities in assessing historic and 

potential historic resources.  

The survey was accomplished through a systematic process that included careful and thorough 

examination of research materials relating to downtown Luverne. The study was aided by assistance and 

consultation with the Luverne Heritage Preservation Commission, the Rock County Historical Society, 

and City of Luverne staff. 

2.2 BACKGROUND RESEARCH 

The Principal Investigators initiated their work by conducting background research into the history and 

development of downtown Luverne, utilizing a variety of sources, including: 

• Existing survey data at the SHPO. This material included individual property files and National 

Register nominations.  

• A meeting with the members of the Luverne HPC. 

• Consultation with the Rock County Historical Society, whose collection provided invaluable 

archival information, photographs, newspaper clippings, and secondary sources that informed 

the findings of this study.  

• Additional information about the survey area was gained through research in the Minnesota 

Historical Society’s library and photograph collection. Specific materials include Sanborn fire 

insurance maps, city atlases, historic photographs of the area, and federal population census  

records. 

2.3 SURVEY AND EVALUATION CRITERIA 

2.3.1 Significance 

The potential historic district was identified and evaluated using National Register criteria for 

significance. The National Park Service has established four broad criteria for evaluating the significance 

of historic resources for listing in the National Register. Significance may be attributed to: 
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A. Properties that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of history;  

B. Properties that are associated with the lives of persons significant in the past; 

C. Properties that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that 

represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 

distinction; and 

D. Properties that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history. 

In addition, “criteria considerations” may apply to certain properties, such as cemeteries, birthplaces or 

graves of historical figures, properties owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes, 

structures that have been moved from their original locations, reconstructed historic buildings, 

properties primarily commemorative in nature, and properties that have achieved significance within 

the past 50 years.  These properties are ordinarily excluded from National Register eligibility, and would 

require an additional step of evaluation to determine if they could be listed in the National Register.  

2.3.2 Integrity 

The National Park Service has identified seven aspects of integrity to be considered when evaluating the 

ability of a property to convey its historic significance: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 

feeling, and association.1  When evaluating a historic district, and specifically a commercial “Main 

Street” commercial district, more specific criteria for integrity can be applied. Properties within a 

historic district must retain historic integrity. That is, a property must have the ability to convey its 

significance and retain the essential physical features that made up its appearance during the period of 

significance. Properties within the boundaries of a historic district that have lost their integrity would be 

considered non-contributing. Properties with poor integrity on the edges of the district boundaries 

would likely be excluded from the district boundaries. 

Looser integrity criteria can apply to properties in a historic district, where the pieces taken together 

make up a district, than individually listed properties. In the example of the Luverne Downtown district, 

the following rules of thumb can be applied: 

• The first story/storefront has been altered, but the general configuration of openings are the 

same and the upper stories are intact: likely considered contributing. 

• The first story/storefront is radically altered and the upper stories are intact: likely considered 

non-contributing. 

• The upper stories are encased in non-historic materials (e.g. a false front curtain wall): likely 

considered non-contributing. 

• A district should contain more contributing than non-contributing properties. 

                                                           
1
 National Park Service, National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation 

(Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1995). 
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If a property’s exterior is covered by a non-historic false-front or curtain wall, the property will not 

qualify for the National Register, or contribute to a historic district. If the false front is removed and the 

original building materials are intact, then the property’s integrity can be re-evaluated. Properties must 

be evaluated for their integrity at the time of National Register designation; they cannot be evaluated 

based on what a property owner hopes, or promises to do to improve integrity in the future.  

Implications of changes to integrity status: 

• If changes are made to non-contributing properties within the district that improve their 

integrity (e.g. a curtain wall is removed and historic materials are revealed), then an amendment 

can be made to the National Register nomination, which would be forwarded to the SHPO and 

the National Park Service for approval. 

• If changes are made to geographic boundaries of a historic district due to improved integrity 

(e.g. properties outside, but adjacent or near the district boundary that were excluded due to 

integrity issues had a non-historic curtain wall removed and historic materials are revealed), 

then the National Register nomination would need to be revised and amended for a boundary 

increase. This would need to go through the same process as the original nomination – reviewed 

by the SHPO, the State Review Board, and the National Park Service. 

2.4 FIELD ASSESSMENT 

The Principal Investigators conducted the field work for the project on December 17-19, 2012. The 

entire 16-block area was surveyed and digital photographs were taken of each property. Particular 

attention was paid to the Main Street commercial core.  Information about each surveyed property was 

recorded on a field form and was documented with at least two digital photographs. Each property was 

assigned a unique inventory number provided by the SHPO. 

2.5 PUBLIC PROCESS 

The survey project involved the Principal Investigators, the Luverne HPC, and Luverne City staff.  

Additional participation came from the Rock County Historical Society. Draft findings of the study were 

presented at a public meeting of the HPC and of the Luverne City Council on March 26, 2013. 

2.6 INVENTORY FORMS 

The investigators completed a Minnesota Architecture-History inventory form for each property with 

potential to be included within the proposed historic district.  Inventory numbers (e.g. RK-LVC-xxxx) 

were provided by the SHPO and assigned to each property.  Printed inventory forms were provided to 

the City; Copies of the forms were also provided to the Minnesota SHPO. 
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3.0 Previous Investigations 

3.1 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE INVENTORY 

The Minnesota SHPO maintains an inventory of properties that have been identified as possessing 

potential significance. The SHPO also maintains information on properties listed in the National Register.  

Early county-wide survey efforts in the 1970s provided the first and only documentation of several 

properties within the survey area. In several instances, the documentation led to a property’s listing in 

the National Register. Sixteen properties are entered into the SHPO inventory (Table 1).  Because that 

inventory was undertaken nearly 30 years ago, many of those properties have been significantly altered 

or are no longer extant. All extant properties were re-surveyed.   

Table 1. Properties in Survey Area in State Historic Preservation Office Inventory 

Property Name Address Inventory No. Current Status 

Holy Trinity Church  RK-LVC-003 Extant; National Register Listed 

Palace Theater 102 E. Main RK-LVC-004 Extant; National Register Listed 

Luverne Library 205 N. Freeman RK-LVC-005 Extant; National Register Listed 

Manitou Hotel 101 W. Main RK-LVC-009 Extant 

Luverne Automobile 

Company 

308 E. Maple RK-LVC-010 Extant 

Wilson Building/Security 

Bank Building 

202 E. Main RK-LVC-012 Extant 

Blasdell Block/IOOF Hall 108 E. Main RK-LVC-013 Extant 

Arcade Building 105 & 107 E. Main RK-LVC-014 Extant 

Graaff Building 123 E. Main RK-LVC-015 Extant 

First National Bank 

Building 

203 E. Main RK-LUC-016 Extant 

Commercial Building 100 block of E. Main RK-LVC-017 Not Extant 

Commercial Building 214 E. Main RK-LVC-018 Extant 

Rock County Bank 

Building 

129 E. Main RK-LVC-019 Extant 

Main Street Main Street RK-LVC-021 Extant 

Rock County Courthouse 

and Jail 

204 E. Brown RK-LVC-029 Extant; National Register Listed 

R. B. Hinkly House 217 N. Freeman RK-LVC-030 Extant; National Register Listed 
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4.0 Historic Context 

4.1 ROCK COUNTY SETTING AND ORIGINS 

Rock County is situated in the extreme southwest corner of the Minnesota, bordered by South Dakota 

on the west and Iowa to the south. The meandering Rock River bisects the county from north to south, 

and passes through the county seat of Luverne, which stands roughly at the county’s center. Along the 

river are natural stands of trees amid the fertile prairie, with a few low-lying hills and small valleys 

formed by tributary streams. Much of the county is devoted to agriculture, and Interstate Highway 90 

forms a principal east-west transportation corridor.  

Luverne and Rock County’s relatively remote location within Minnesota led to its being one of the later 

regions in the state to be settled by Euro-Americans.  Although the occasional explorer traveled through 

the territory during the early 1800s, not until the treaties signed by the United States and the Dakota in 

1852 was the territory accessible to white settlers.  While Minnesota’s white population grew 

tremendously during the 1850s, the yet-to-be-established Rock County remained lightly populated.  The 

desire to settle the region was anticipated by the Minnesota legislature, and in 1857, the boundaries of 

Rock County were formed (although they would later be diminished when the Dakota Territory was 

formed, taking the eastern portion of the county). Rock County was named for the prominent rock out-

cropping of the region’s distinctive reddish gray quartzite, identified on Joseph N. Nicollet’s 1843 map as 

“the Rock.” While its jurisdictional boundaries were set, the county’s miniscule population kept the 

district as “unorganized” and under the administrative leadership of Jackson County. Settlement was 

stalled in the 1860s following the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862, and permanent settlement did not begin in 

earnest until 1867. The county was formally organized in 1870, when the census recorded 138 persons 

within its boundaries (Rose 1911; Upham 2001). 

4.2 LUVERNE IS FORMED 

With the county formally established, the commissioners set about locating a county seat. Unlike many 

of the contentious county seat selections in other parts of the state, the Rock County founders found 

their job rather straight forward. Luverne was easily selected since it “was then the only place in Rock 

County boasting a name” (Rose 1911).  Luverne had been established only a few years earlier as a stop 

along the mail route from Jackson, Minnesota to Yankton, Dakota Territory by Philo Hawes, who carried 

mail in the region. Hawes established the mail station and made a home for himself and his family in a 

log house. Luverne’s rather unusual name given to the village and township was in honor of Eva Luverne 

Hawes, the eldest daughter of Philo Hawes. Miss Hawes, who later married P. F Kelley, eventually died in 

her namesake town in 1881. Although Hawes had no intention of establishing a town along the mail 

route, the center became loosely populated by other mail carriers, and the social center for other 

settlers along the Rock River. When Abraham McMurphy started selling staple goods out of his log 

house on an adjoining claim, it was the first commercial establishment in what would become Luverne 
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(Rose 1911; Upham 2001). With the county seat confirmed, Luverne was firmly established as the 

county’s judicial and administrative center. Its commercial and social prominence would soon follow. 

With the assurance of business in the nascent village, Philo Hawes started his own store with a small 

stock of merchandise. This was soon followed by a dry goods and groceries store established by the 

Southwich Brothers of Freeborn. The first permanent general store and purpose-built commercial 

building was set up by B. S. Wold and Alex McKay doing business as McKay & Wold. With the 

expectation that Luverne would grow along with its county, Hawes joined William Van Eps and Edward 

McKenize in platting the Luverne townsite in the spring of 1872. P. J. Kniss surveyed the plat, which 

consisted of 80-foot wide streets in a 16-block area between Cedar Avenue on the west, Blue Mound 

Avenue on the east, Luverne Street on the north, and Fletcher Street on the south (Figure 2). As an 

inducement to business, the townsite proprietors offered one to three lots for free, if the owner erected 

a building (Rose 1911).  

 
Figure 2. Original Plat of the Village of Luverne, 1872 

The fortunes of Luverne depended largely on those of its surrounding county, and immigration into the 

county increased at a rapid pace. The construction of the Sioux City & St Paul railroad into southwestern 

Minnesota, although located some distance from the county, help to boost the area’s population and 

commerce. By 1872, 2,189 of the county’s acres were under cultivation, principally with wheat, although 

oat and corn comprised substantial crops. The new townsite of Luverne reflected the growing 
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population and prosperity of its region. In spring of 1872, P. J. Kniss and C. F. Crosby erected a real 

estate office building measuring all of 16 by 20 feet. This was shortly followed by a hotel (the Luverne 

House, burned in 1886), a blacksmith shop, a general merchandise store on East Main, a grain 

warehouse, a hardware store, and a saloon. The following season, even more businesses were 

established, as well as a school house, a church, and a bridge across the Rock River. The emerging 

commercial district was being established along Main Street, mostly between Spring Street and Blue 

Mound Avenue, just east Luverne’s current commercial core. In May 1873, S. J. Jenkins founded the 

Rock County Herald, and the first court house was erected in July of 1875 (Rose 1911; RCHS 1977:52) 

(Figure 3).  

 

Figure 3. Luverne, 1872 

Calamitous effects of the severe winter of 1872-73 and a grasshopper infestation the next two summers 

devastated the crops, leaving families destitute and the region’s economic growth sputtering. In 

Luverne, embryonic businesses were forced to close (Rose 1911). In 1876, one of the most significant 

economic boons occurred when the first railroad came to the county. The county issued bonds for 

$42,750 for the construction of the Sioux City & St. Paul Railroad, which placed Luverne as a stopping 

point on the route between Sioux City and St. Paul (the railroad would later be named the Worthington 

and Sioux Falls Railroad, and then part of the Chicago and North Western system). A depot was 

constructed, spurring development north of Fletcher Street, between Cedar and Freeman. Two years 

later, the city’s first brick building, Wilson’s Hardware, went up (Rose 1911; Prosser 1966 [2007]; RCHS 

1977) (Figure 4).  
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Figure 4. Wilson's Hardware (later Security Bank) was built in 1878; it still stands at the southeast 

corner of Main and Cedar 

Following another disastrous crop due to the recurring grasshopper plagues of 1876, the 1877 harvest 

reached new heights. The grasshoppers seemingly conquered, immigrants began to arrive in 

southwestern Minnesota and southeastern Dakota, particularly in Rock County. The newcomers arrived 

not as homesteaders, but as investors, frequently acquiring lands already improved by the early settlers 

who were forced to leave during the plagues. The emerging farmers were eager to improve their newly 

acquired farms, and lumber, implement and machinery dealers of Luverne were conducting a booming 

business. One week in May 1878 recorded 1.7 million pounds of freight at the Luverne railway station. 

Once again, construction was underway in Luverne to accommodate new businesses. Luverne was 

incorporated as a village in 1877, and held its first village council election the following year. A second 

branch of the rail line, known as the “Bonnie Doon line,” heading south to Doon, Iowa from Luverne was 

constructed in 1879.  By 1880, Rock County had over 60,000 acres under cultivation; over half was 

planted in wheat (Rose 1911).  Tiny Luverne plumped in size to 659 people.   

Through quick action and critical financial support, Luverne’s leaders persuaded the Burlington Cedar 

Rapids & Northern Railway (later Chicago, Rock Island Pacific Railway) to construct their planned line 

from Iowa to Bismarck in Dakota Territory through Luverne and Rock County. This third line opened for 

passenger service in October 1884. Although several more rail lines would be constructed through Rock 

County through the end of the century, the Burlington line would complete the city’s railway network 

connections, which offered access to points north, south, east and west and just an overnight’s travel to 

Chicago (Rose 1911; Prosser 1966 [2007]).  
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4.3 LUVERNE TAKES SHAPE 

Continued prosperity supported the growth of Rock County and Luverne into the 1880s.  In 1882 alone, 

Luverne witnessed the construction of a creamery, a new school house and the business block at the 

corner of Main and Cedar housing a bank, post office, and drug store.  In June 1882, the Rock County 

Herald reported “Luverne is enjoying a boom of a pattern of numberless towns of northern Minnesota 

and Dakota that are forcing themselves so conspicuously upon public attention would do well to 

consider and emulate. There is greater activity in building operations this year than at any previous time 

in the history of Luverne” (as quoted in Rose 1911). The 1883 business directory listed dozens of 

businesses meeting every need, including banks, books and stationary, three hotels, furniture, millinery, 

jewelers, farm machinery, shoemakers, saloons, restaurants, flour and feed mills, photographer, as well 

as services of physicians, attorneys, dentists, carpenters, masons and barbers. These Main Street 

businesses were illuminated by the new gas street lights installed in 1883 (Rose 1911; RCHS 1977:76). 

Luverne’s 1885 population had doubled its numbers in just five years to 1,346. The pace of growth 

continued unabated, with $100,000 in building improvements on record in 1885, and $40,000 the 

following year. The county had outgrown its old courthouse, and funds were raised to erect a more 

permanent edifice. Designed by architect T. D. Allen, the courthouse was completed in 1888 and 

constructed from local quartzite, or “Luverne granite,” at cost of $23,500.  The court house was soon 

followed by a new city hall, which was completed in 1899. The jail and sheriff’s residence were added to 

the court house grounds in 1900 from the designs of W. E. E. Greene (Rose 1911).   

Prosperous growing years continued to put Rock County on the map as a place for fertile and profitable 

farmlands.  Wealthy farmers and landowners from eastern states sold their expensive land holdings to 

acquire more affordable, and more profitable virgin prairies. In 1890, a special train from Orange City, 

Iowa brought 127 farmers in a single day. Land prices rose, and the county’s annual building 

improvements reached $175,000. In November 1891, the Rock County Herald reported on the changing 

landscape and economy:  

During the past two years a marvelous change has been wrought in the county. A large 

share of the prairie land in the county – practically all in the southern part – has been 

brought under cultivation. New homes in large numbers have been established, groves 

have been planted, fences have been built, barns and granaries erected, and where but 

a short time ago there was nothing but bare prairie are now cultivated fields, well 

improved farms and comfortable homes (Rock County Herald November 20, 1891, as 

quoted in Rose 1911). 

The Village of Luverne’s population reached 1,466 in 1890. 

The early 1890s brought unprecedented prosperity to the community, and the village began to take on a 

“decidedly metropolitan appearance.” A public water works system was constructed in 1891 in the wake 

of a disastrous 1888 fire that burned four Main Street buildings and damaged several others. Electric 
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lighting offered greater conveniences and a civilizing effect typically found only in larger and older cities. 

By the end of 1892, the Rock County Herald could not help but to boast with pride: 

No inland town in the state can equal the improvement record made by Luverne during 

the present year. It has taken undisputed rank as the leading town of southwestern 

Minnesota and as the best, most enterprising and most prosperous county seat town in 

the state under a population of 5,000. No town in the state of the class named can boast 

of finer business blocks, better public buildings, handsomer private residences, better 

streets, more public improvements, more shade trees, or a more beautiful location; 

none is more substantial financially or more prosperous, none does a larger business or 

has brighter prospects (as quoted in Rose 1911). 

The bright prospects were soon dimmed by the nationwide financial panic of 1893, and the economic 

depression that followed. Coupled with regional crop failures, the rising tide of Luverne’s growth quickly 

ebbed. After years of economic doldrums, Luverne and the nation began working its way out by the late 

1890s.  

In an effort to promote the city and its commerce, two “souvenir edition” pieces were published in the 

late 1890s. Headlight, published in 1898, describes itself as “devoted to the interest of railroads, 

manufacturers, professional and business men,” (Headlight Publishing Co. 1898) and a similar piece was 

produced the following year by the Rock County News was “issued in the interest of Rock County” (Rock 

County News 1899). Clearly promotional and hyperbolic in their tone, these reports offer at least a 

partial snapshot of the people, places and businesses of Luverne at the close of the nineteenth century. 

Luverne’s Main Street was the undisputed center of Rock County commerce, with nearly every business 

and many industries, being located within a five-block stretch of the street. Real estate, land acquisition 

and large scale farming by absentee landlords continued to be a driving force of the county’s economy. 

Three weekly newspapers were issued from Luverne, two of which represented the region’s politically 

Republican leanings. Hotel accommodations were most notably provided at the Hotel Luverne, a 

$12,000 frame structure at the corner of Main Street and Freeman, where the Palace Theater was later 

constructed. Other hotels included the Revere House, on Main between Spring and McKenzie, and the 

Lincoln House, on the northeast corner of Lincoln and Spring. As the center of the county’s economy, 

Luverne met the region’s banking needs with three banks, all at the intersection of Main and Cedar. The 

Rock County Bank, founded 1882, on the northwest corner, First National Bank, established in 1877 on 

the northeast corner, and Security Bank of Luverne, on the southeast corner (Rock County News 1899; 

Headlight Publishing Co. 1898; Sanborn Map Company 1900).  

Businesses along Main Street provided for nearly every need. Among the most comprehensive 

department stores was Nelson Brothers and Company, which established itself in a large two-story brick 

and stone building at the northwest corner of Main and McKenzie (built in 1892; not extant). In addition 

to its wide array of dry goods, clothing, groceries, and hardware, a portion of its basement was devoted 

to freight receiving of butter and eggs to be shipped to eastern markets. Furniture and undertaking 

services were offered by multiple enterprises, including Krook & Nelson, and Mrs. I. I. Smith, who 
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continued to operate the business out of the building at 207 E. Main after the death of her husband. J. 

W. Gerber operated a full service hardware store, and J. A. Harroun opened a store next to the Rock 

County Bank (125 E. Main) offering such sundry items as books, stationery, wallpaper, sporting goods, 

musical goods, pianos, organs, glassware, and sewing machines. A wide variety of breads and pastries, 

as well as confectionery, fruits and cigars, were for sale at the Vienna Bakery, operated by L. D. 

Manchester. Agricultural implements were offered by the Huntington Brothers and Jas. H. Furlow. Other 

goods and services included drugs, jewelry, barbers, milliners, cobblers, tailors, photography, 

restaurants, and grocers. As the county seat, a number of attorneys operated out of offices on the upper 

floors of downtown buildings (Rock County News 1899; Headlight Publishing Co. 1898; Sanborn Map 

Company 1900) (Figure 5). 

 
Figure 5. Luverne Main Street, looking west from McKenzie Street, c. 1900 

While most of the older buildings along Main Street were constructed of wood frame, newer blocks 

used brick and local quartzite, eliciting the brag that “there probably is no town of its size in the state 

that has so many fine stone and brick blocks and imposing residences” (Headlight Publishing Co. 

1898:3). One particularly exquisite example is the Graaf Building (123 E. Main), where J. H. Graaf, a 

German native, established his men’s clothing store, selling hats, caps, trunks and valises in addition to 

custom suits for workers and gentry. The diminutive, one-story building with the stone façade stands as 

a testament to this era and construction material. Cigars and refreshments were available in H. P. 

Blasdell’s 1892 two-story brick building (108 E. Main), heralded as “one of the finest two-story brick 

buildings in the city” (Rock County News 1899:13). Rufus Stephens built the impressive stone building 

with arched storefront window openings in 1892, which became known as the Arcade Block (105 and 

107 E. Main). Stephens operated his meat market out of the first floor, while E. H. Canfield conducted 

his law practice on the upper floor (Rock County News 1899; Headlight Publishing Co. 1898). 
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In addition to retail commerce, industry thrived on and near Main Street. Grain elevators were erected 

along both the rail lines, east of Blue Mound Avenue and south of Fletcher, while the Luverne Roller Mill 

operated just off of Main Street near the river. The Luverne Cooperative Creamery, formed in 1896, 

served as another draw for the surrounding region from its facility near McKenzie and Fletcher. The 

Leicher Brothers opened a wagon works a block south of Main. Other enterprises include E. B. Doolittle’s 

broom factory, James Horne’s stonework plant, and the Luverne Bottling Works, producing 100 bottles 

of pop per day (Rock County News 1899; Headlight Publishing Co. 1898; Sanborn Map Company 1900). 

In addition to commerce, the downtown typically hosted many of the city’s social and leisure activities. 

A number of the social clubs, such as the International Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF), the Ancient Order 

United Workmen, and the Modern Woodmen met in upper floors of commercial blocks. Although only 

two churches (Methodist and Baptist) were located directly on Main Street, others were nearby and 

numbered eight by 1899.  The 700-seat Luverne Opera House was intriguingly operated under the same 

roof as a livery and feed business on Cedar, just north of Main Street (later site of the Luverne Post 

Office, 117 N. Cedar). Billiards was another recreational activity offered in several venues along Main 

Street (Rock County News 1899; Headlight Publishing Co. 1898; Sanborn Map Company 1900). 

By the turn of the twentieth century, Luverne was on the rise again. The city replaced its wooden 

sidewalks on Main Street with cement pavements, and in 1900, a sewerage system was installed. Private 

investment came along in 1901 with the construction of the Manitou hotel, the McGrath block, a grain 

elevator, and several impressive residences. Another banner construction year was achieved in 1902, 

when $200,000 of building improvements were recorded, including more than 30 residences and the 

new Carnegie library, erected at a cost of $15,000 (205 N. Freeman; National Register-listed).  In 1904, 

Luverne became a fully-fledged city, an elevated status from village. By 1905, the city’s population stood 

at 2,272. 

4.4 THE CITY OF LUVERNE 

The hustle and bustle of the city’s commercial life had is economic advantages, but the citizens grew 

increasingly aware of the aesthetic shortcomings such prosperity caused, particularly around the rail 

lines. In 1911, the community agitated to get the blocks around the depot cleaned up. The city planned 

to re-route Fletcher to widen the street, accommodate a new depot, and establish a new public park. 

The new brick depot (E. Fletcher at Freeman, National Register listed) was built by the Omaha line, 

complete with brick paving and wide eaves, but the park never materialized (RCHS 1977:64).   

The first decades of the twentieth century saw additional civic infrastructure improvements. The city 

council voted to erect a new steel and concrete bridge crossing the Rock River at the east end of Main 

Street in 1907, and a new power plant was completed in 1915, for the first time offering citizens 

electricity at their disposal 24 hours a day. Many more blocks of concrete sidewalks were constructed, 

and the first paved street came in 1920. By the following year, nearly 100 blocks of city streets were 

paved with concrete. After the 1950s, when the original concrete began to deteriorate, all streets were 

surfaced with blacktop (RCHS 1977:64, 283; RCHS history files 1907, 1908; RCHS building files).  
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The surrounding community continued to prosper. In 1915, the price of farmland reached a new high at 

$175 per acre; just four years later the record price rose to $300 per acre. That same year, 18 new 

residences in Luverne were erected at an average price of $4,000. Opportunities for entertainment 

waned and waxed. The Palace Theater, built at a cost of $50,000, was opened by local theater manager, 

Herman Jochims (Figure 6). At the same time, all saloons in Rock County were permanently closed, 

several years ahead of the national prohibition. This puritanical streak extended to the “modern” dance 

crazes, when in 1919 hugging and dancing at the same time were banned by Mayor C. O. Wright as 

being “absolutely indecent” (RCHS 1977:284; 286).  

 
Figure 6. Palace Theater, c. 1915 

The good times of Rock County were reflected on Main Street, Luverne. In April 1910, the Greene, 

DeLate & Fritz firm began construction on their new building at 114 W. Main. Constructed from the 

Luverne Pressed Brick Company’s sand-lime brick, the two story building would house heating, plumbing 

and electrical business. In January 1910, C. E. Nutting announced he would replace two buildings on 

Main Street, his Vienna Bakery and the neighboring barber shop, with a new two-story bakery. 

Meanwhile, John Sellen proposed the expansion of his implement dealership on the south side of Main 

between McKenzie and Spring, which entailed the demolition of two small buildings for his new brick or 

concrete block structure. This type of expansion on the east end of Main was an omen of the future. The 

Revere Hotel, a longtime fixture on the block, stood vacant in 1900, and dilapidated by 1907. By 1921, it 

was replaced with large industrial buildings interspersed by vacant lots. The area would eventually be 

used for auto sales and a filling station (RCHS History Files 1910; Sanborn Insurance Company, 1900, 

1907 and 1921).  
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4.5 THE ERA OF AUTOMOBILES 

Automobiles were becoming a popular new means of conveyance in the 1910s, and Rock County citizens 

were among the earliest adapters. In 1913, Rock County ranked first in the state for the number of 

automobiles per person – one for every 28 people. Of the 352 autos owned in Rock County, 108 were 

owned in Luverne, where the rate of ownership was one for every 20 people. J. D. Kibbee opened the 

city’s first gas station on the southwest corner of Estey and Main in 1919 (RCHS History Files 1913; RCHS 

Building Files).   

By 1915, Luverne had reached a new high in commerce, industry, recreation and infrastructure. No 

fewer than 100 places of business, including two large department stores, resided in the commercial 

center, attracting customers from a wide geographic area. Every storefront was fully occupied, and 

nearly all of the old frame structures had been replaced by modern brick and stone edifices (Figure 7). 

The clutter of telephone poles and wires were absent from the Main Street, and ornamental street 

lighting lit the way on newly widened sidewalks. The city was home to three national and one state 

bank, and hosted manufacturing enterprises that included the Luverne Automobile Factory, a hoof and 

nail nippers factory, a clevis factory, two brick factories, two tile factories, a concrete building block 

factory, an ornamental stone and monument plant, a bottling works and a cigar factory. The new Palace 

Theater was only the latest and most prestigious entertainment venue the city had to offer. Others 

included the old opera house, two movie theaters, and a dance hall. A public rest room erected just off 

of Main Street, established by the Luverne Tourist Club, offered women respite, and was among the first 

of its kind in the state. The city’s new power house was built at a cost of $20,000. New, fine houses were 

being built, and the city offered ten houses of worship (Rock County Herald 15 October 1915).  

 
Figure 7. Luverne Main Street, looking west from Cedar, c. 1920 
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Shortly after World War I, Luverne’s new armory on East 

Fletcher Street was formally dedicated in 1922. The 

community voted to erect a new high school to replace its 

original 1882 building. The new three-story brick edifice with 

Classical and Art Deco design features cost $230,000 and 

opened in October of 1926 (RCHS 1977:287-288). By the mid-

1920s, automobiles began to take over much of the 

transportation needs. Luverne was situated at the crossing of 

two major national highways – U.S. Highway 16 (now County 

Highway 5) and Highway 75 – which intersected just west of 

downtown at Main and Kniss. By the late 1940s, an old 

rooming house became a tourist cabin camp, later known as 

Winkler’s Motel, operated near the junction. U.S. Highway 16 

doubled as Luverne’s Main Street and as a major route to the 

west, leading to South Dakota’s Black Hills and Wyoming’s 

Yellowstone National Park. Undoubtedly, the many travelers 

offered a boost to the city’s commerce. The importance of 

Luverne’s rail line diminished into the twentieth century. The 

“Bonnie Doon Line” to Iowa was discontinued and removed in 

1934. In 1962, the Rock Island road to North Dakota was 

discontinued and the depot torn down in 1968 (RCHS 

1977:57; 288; Sanborn Map Company 1947).  

Luverne’s population leveled out during the 1920s, and took a 

slight dip to 2,644 people in 1930. While the national 

economy suffered during the depression of the 1930s, 

Luverne’s downtown continued to be the center of the 

regional commerce. Increasing use of automobiles led to 

further restrictions and regulation of their use. Parallel 

parking was introduced in 1929, and then by 1932, a one-

hour parking restriction on Main Street from Estey to 

McKenzie was enforced. By 1949, the city council was 

experimenting with the use of parking meters (RCHS 

1977:290-291, 298).  

Through the 1930s, the population began to increase once more, rising to 3,114 in 1940, a 17 percent 

increase from the previous decade. A listing of “Who’s Who” among Luverne’s businesses in 1939 

suggests a legacy of both change and tradition. Longtime establishments, such as the E. A. Brown 

Company’s feed and grain business, the Luverne Cooperative Creamery, Hudson’s Harness and Leather 

store, and the James Horne Cemetery Memorials continued to offer their goods and services to the 

community, much as they did at the end of the nineteenth century. The Leicher Brother Wagon Shop, 

however, had transformed into the Luverne Fire Apparatus Company at its same location on East Maple. 

Luverne Automobile Company 

Among the more unique industries in 

Luverne can be traced to the wagon-

making brothers, F. A. and E. L. Leicher. 

The Leichers first experimented with a 

“horseless carriage” by assembling a 

one-cylinder engine from a St. Louis 

manufacturer. Through additional 

experience, the brothers began to 

manufacture their own automobiles, 

and the Luverne Automobile Company 

was incorporated in 1906 with a capital 

investment of $50,000. The team built a 

two-story brick factory on the southeast 

corner of East Maple and South 

McKenzie using locally made sand-lime 

brick. By 1910, the firm was making four 

models and exhibited at the Twin City 

Auto Show. A 1914 model featured a 

rich brown paint color with matching 

upholstery and became known as “The 

Big Brown Luverne.” The vehicle’s agility 

and power for hill climbing made it a 

preferred car for drivers in Duluth and 

the Black Hills. Recognizing the 

limitations of the hand-built 

manufacturing process in the face of 

mass-produced cars, the firm decided in 

1916 to focus its attention on trucks and 

fire engines. This would eventually be 

further limited to fire trucks, and by 

1969, it employed 20 men out of its 

same location under the name Luverne 

Fire Apparatus Company (Glover 1969; 

RCHS History Files). 
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The J. C. Penney Company and the Luverne Style Shop were new retail offerings. The Rapp Motor 

Company, selling Buick, Nash and Pontiac cars, was established on West Main Street (Rock County Star, 

1 June 1939).  

Following the death of the Rock County Herald editor and publisher, A. O. Moreaux in 1942, the 

newspaper, the oldest business in Rock County, was merged with the Rock County Star, and started 

publishing under the name Rock County Star-Herald (RCHS 1977:296).  

Citizens of Luverne were fully engaged in the war effort during the years of the U.S. participation in 

World War II. Homemakers were limited in their resources by food rationing, and many of the men, both 

single and married, were called up to duty. Nearly all building supplies were devoted to military needs, 

and little local construction and improvements took place. Near the close of the war, the city began to 

redevelop its infrastructure. In 1945, contracts were let to erect a 200,000-gallon water tower, and a 

new 175-foot smoke stack for the power plant. The city also acquired the Luverne Hospital and Nurses’ 

home from Dr. C. L. Sherman for $20,000. Prices for the construction of a new hospital, just three years 

later, came in at an astounding $350,000, prompting the council to table the project.  Anticipating 

growth of the city in the post-war era, the council established its first city planning commission in 1948 

to manage new developments in an orderly fashion. Indeed, the planning was warranted. Luverne’s 

population rose to 3,656 in 1950, a gain of another 542 people in ten years. The next decade saw 

another substantial increase of 16 percent to 4,249 (RCHS 1977:298-299). 

4.6 COMPETITION FOR MAIN STREET 

Luverne remained as an important center of regional commerce, and was recognized as among the top 

ten business areas in the state in the 1950s. Attributable to good land and farming practices, Rock 

County was one of the wealthiest farming counties. As a result, Luverne’s bank deposits per capita 

ranked sixth highest of any Minnesota city. Its retail sales per capita were ranked seventh (RCHS History 

Files 1952). Although the downtown was largely a vestige of the previous century, new construction still 

occurred. The Tri-State Insurance Building at the corner of Maple and Freeman and the J. C. Penney 

building at 110 East Main both went up in 1951-52. Despite this continued investment in the downtown, 

there was evidence that Luverne was moving beyond its central core. In 1952, the city purchased a 37-

acre tract of land in the Highland Park addition west of Highway 75 and north of Dodge Street for the 

construction of a new high school. Following the consolidation of 11 rural school districts into Luverne 

District 2, voters passed a school bond to erect a new half-million dollar building on the northeast edge 

of the city. Groundbreaking was held in March 1955 (RCHS 1977:299-300).  

New construction began to pop up all around the city. Between 1953 and 1958, new buildings or major 

additions were built for St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Presbyterian Church, Grace Lutheran 

Church, Evangelical United Brethren Church, and the Assembly of God Church. New civic structures 

included an addition to the Luverne power plant (1953) and the Community Hospital (1957). Residential 

development grew at a rapid pace, as well: 26 new homes went up in 1955 and 40 in 1958 (RCHS 

1977:299-300). 
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Changing institutions and living patterns naturally had an impact on the old and historic properties of 

the community. The old hospital building at North McKenzie and East Brown streets was offered by Rock 

County to the Southwest Mental Health board, and demolished in 1982 for a new mental health center. 

Mrs. R. B. Hinkly donated her home to the Rock County Historical Society for a museum in 1959. It is still 

preserved as the Hinkly House. As excavations were being undertaken on an adjoining lot, a wall of 

Molitors Shoe Store suddenly collapsed in April 1964 (RCHS 1977:301-303).  

In the 1960s, reinvestment continued in Luverne’s downtown, at the same time growth was occurring at 

its fringes (Figure 8).  The Rock County Bank, a downtown mainstay, opened its new facility complete 

with a drive-in window in May 1960, taking down some six buildings in the process. The Post Office 

uprooted from its location at 117 North Cedar to a new building just two blocks away, at North Spring 

and Lincoln.  The First National Bank also chose to anchor itself in a new building in downtown when it 

built its unique “round bank” on the northeast corner of East Main and McKenzie in 1965.  

Subsequently, the city administration took up residence in the former First National’s former building at 

East Main and Cedar, and then promptly demolished its old 1888 building. The Methodist Church 

recreated itself at its historic location at West Main and Freeman with an entirely new complex that 

opened in 1969 (RCHS 1977:302-304).   

 
Figure 8. Large advertisement signs protruding from Main Street buildings were meant to attract 

travelers, driving at faster speeds (c. 1960) 
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The first mention that a federally 

funded “super” highway system might 

pass near Luverne came in January of 

1955. After plans for the interstate 

highway system became settled in the 

next few years, work commenced on 

Interstate 90, one mile south of Main 

Street in 1959. The completed stretch 

of highway opened at 3pm, November 

23, 1965 in a ribbon-cutting ceremony 

attended by Minnesota Highway 

Commissioner John R. Jamieson, as 

well as Luverne Mayor Don Hanson. At 

a program following the ribbon 

cutting, Commissioner Jamieson 

remarked that the event marks “the 

beginning of the second generation of 

highways in Minnesota, a far contrast 

from the farm to market road 

program… which will have even 

greater impact on Minnesota” and 

that the new highway system would 

introduce a resurgence of population 

back to the state (Rock County Star-

Herald [Luverne, Minnesota] 25 

November 1965).   

With the highway’s opening, the old 

“farm to market road,” the former U.S. 

Highway 16 on Luverne’s Main Street, 

was removed from the state’s trunk 

highway system. Whether the 

interstate highway’s construction 

instigated further development of 

business, industry and housing away 

from the core, or whether it was the 

natural course of events for a growing 

city is unknown. By the 1960s, it 

became clear that the small, walkable 

city of the nineteenth century was 

becoming a thing of the past. Plans 

Masonry Buildings of Luverne 

Rock County is named for its large outcropping of a unique 

regional stone, commonly referred to as Sioux Quartzite, Mound 

Quartzite, or Red Jasper. With its rusty red hue, the stone fit well 

with the heavy, Romanesque architectural styles popular in the 

late nineteenth century. A number of examples of its use can be 

found in the city. The 1888 Rock County Courthouse (National 

Register listed), along with the associated jail and residence, are 

among the most distinguished examples. Designed by T. D. Allen, 

the court house features a high, open tower with a conical roof. 

The same year, the city also built its City Hall of quartzite. Once 

housing the city offices, library and fire department, the structure 

was demolished in 1968.  The former high school (1882-1925) 

displayed the stones’ use in its crenelated tower. The Holy Trinity 

Episcopal Church (National Register listed) used the material for 

its Gothic Revival design in 1891. Local stone was not reserved for 

civic and religious structures. Several downtown buildings 

incorporated quartzite into their facades, including the Arcade 

Building (105 and 107 E. Main) and the Graaf Building (123 E. 

Main). Residential examples included the Hyde House (razed), 

and the Hinkly House (1890; National Register listed), now owned 

by the Rock County Historical Society.  

Not only did native stone influence the building materials, but the 

abundance of high-quality clay made the area rich for brick-

making, and a number of Luverne businesses specialized in 

making masonry materials. The Luverne Pressed Brick Company 

opened in 1907, and the following year produced 2.5 million 

bricks at its plant, which specialized in sand-lime brick. Its plant 

capacity was 4 million bricks in a season. H. E. Cornish and Earl 

Coss began operating a cement brick plant in the basement of the 

Arcade Building (105-107 E. Main) in 1908. Although the brick, 

known as Anchor blocks, were manufactured in a standard size of 

9 x 24 x 8 inches, they could be adapted for foundations, ledges, 

corners and copings. The National Bank of Luverne’s vault was 

constructed of their materials. By 1910, the company was 

incorporated as Luverne Concrete Company, when it purchased 

3.5 acres on East Park Street for a new plant (RCHS History files 

1908, 1909, 1910). The largest concern was the Luverne Brick and 

Tile Company, which operated a plant one mile west of Luverne. 

Founded by R. B. Hinkly in the late 1890s, the company grew to 

employ 30 men to manufacture brick and terra cotta blocks (Rose 

1911). Many of the city’s downtown commercial and industrial 

blocks were constructed using locally produced brick. 



 
Property Evaluation 

Luverne Commercial District 

Luverne, Rock County, Minnesota  Page 21 

were issued for a $1.25 million packing plant to be built west of Luverne in 1962, the same year the 

Luverne Coop Creamery built its new facility on the west edge of the city and where a 20-acre plot was 

being subdivided for housing. The American Reformed Church moved to a location on Highway 75 in 

north Luverne. Tristate Insurance, which had outgrown its building just off of Main Street, moved to a 

new campus in east Luverne in 1974 (RCHS 1977:300-304).  

With competition coming from other places, the city and downtown businesses made concerted efforts, 

and major investments, to draw in customers. In 1965, a group of three buildings on the north side of 

Main Street between Cedar and McKenzie were joined under a redwood curtain wall façade and an 

illuminated sidewalk canopy, offering “an exciting shopping vista for Luverne’s Main Street shoppers.” 

The new fronts represented “the very latest in store design” and was “the biggest, single improvement 

to Luverne’s Main street merchandising picture in many a year.”  The transformation was viewed as a 

response to the “defeatists who think that the small cities of America have no future” (Rock County Star 

Herald 10 June 1965). Together, the group of stores marketed themselves as “The Big Three under the 

Marquee.”  Official downtown “shopping nights” were established, and the city installed planters with 

young trees and petunias in an effort to beautify the streetscape. More buildings underwent facelifts in 

1972, including painting, tuck pointing, and sandblasting. The 1892, two-story Nelson Brothers Store 

that anchored the east end of Main Street was demolished in 1974, and replaced by a one-story Ben 

Franklin store (RCHS Building Files). 

Today, Luverne continues to be a regional attraction for goods and services (Figures 9 and 10). The 

community continues to re-invest in its downtown district. In 2007, the Palace Theater underwent a 

million dollar makeover, and in 2013, the wood façades placed over the Jasper Block in 1962 were 

removed to reveal the original nineteenth century brick walls and window detailing. Main Street’s 

proximity to the county court house and other institutions help to assure a viable business community in 

the downtown, although it is no longer the principal center of commerce. Many stores and outlets have 

sprung up along the major transportation corridors near I-90 and Highway 75. Easy access via the 

interstate highway makes the much larger Sioux Falls, South Dakota an attractive alternative for much of 

the commerce that once took place in Luverne.  
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Figure 9. Main Street, Looking West from Cedar, December 2012 

 
Figure 10. Main Street, Looking Southeast from Cedar, December 2012 
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5.0 Results 

The Luverne commercial core was evaluated for listing in the National Register using appropriate 

National Register criteria of significance and integrity (see Section 2.3). A total of 63 properties within 

and near the historic commercial core were documented on Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory 

forms. 

5.1 SIGNIFICANCE 

The Luverne commercial district is recommended as locally significant under NRHP Criterion A, 

significance for the broad patterns of our history, in the area of Commerce. The district played a key role 

not only in the Luverne’s emergence as a city in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, but 

was also significant as a place of commerce for the region, namely Rock County. Luverne’s commercial 

district offered a wide range of goods and services that facilitated the regional growth and settlement of 

Rock County. Luverne was unrivaled in its commercial offerings and as an agricultural trade center. In 

the automobile era, Luverne’s Main Street – the principal corridor of downtown commerce – became an 

important thoroughfare, and designated as U.S. Highway 16. This important east-west route along the 

southern tier of the state played an important role in the later development of the downtown district, 

prolonging its influence as a regional center of commerce as the buildings responded to twentieth 

century styles of commerce and transportation. The district is significant under the statewide context of 

“Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940,” and may also be significant under contexts 

extending beyond 1940 that have not been identified by the Minnesota State Historic Preservation 

Office. 

Although several locally prominent persons may be associated with individual buildings within the 

commercial district, the overall district is not significant under NRHP Criterion B, association with the 

lives of persons significant in our past. Similarly, although the district possesses several examples of 

excellence in design and construction, its overall significance would not best be linked to NRHP Criterion 

C, which recognizes properties with the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction; represents the work of a master; or possesses high artistic value.  NRHP Criterion D is 

typically reserved for archaeological sites, and would not be the best criteria to evaluate the significance 

of the district. 

5.2 PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The period of significance is the length of time when a property or district was associated with the 

important events which qualify it for National Register listing (NPS 1991).  Two alternative periods of 

significance are under consideration for the district, pending further research. 

5.2.1 Alternative 1 (1878 – 1948) 

The early historical context of the Luverne commercial district is clearly related to the settlement and 

growth of Rock County. Luverne served as the locus of commerce, providing goods and services not only 
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to citizens of Luverne, but also to the residents of the county, who patronized the city for wholesale and 

retail goods. Typically, Minnesota’s downtown districts took form in the late nineteenth century and 

early twentieth century, achieving their height as a community before World War II. Luverne’s period of 

significance can also be interpreted in this way, with dates beginning with the earliest buildings (1878) 

and continuing to 1948. The closing year marks three years after the end of World War II, when 

American settlement and commerce began a transition to modern patterns. It also coincides with the 

year that the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company updates its map of Luverne, providing us with a detailed 

and accurate snapshot of downtown Luverne at that time. Using this period of significance, 50 

properties, or approximately 79 percent of the surveyed buildings were constructed during this era 

(Table 2; Figure 11). Fewer overall properties would be included within a historic district due to a more 

tightly drawn boundary encompassing properties that maintain integrity within this period. 

5.2.2 Alternative 2 (1878 – post-1948) 

The built area of downtown Luverne suggests another possibility for its period of significance. Of the 63 

properties surveyed within the commercial core, 16 percent were constructed in the 1950s and 1960s 

(see Table 2: Figure 10). This suggests that Luverne’s downtown was sustained as a thriving commercial 

core though the development of new structures that continued to serve the needs of its region without 

parallel. The presence of U.S. Highway 16 along the Main Street corridor greatly contributed to the 

commercial district’s regional significance into the 1960s. The downtown buildings, most of which were 

constructed during or before the early automobile era (before 1920), began a process of re-orientation 

to attract the highway traffic that passed through the city by placing signs projected from the buildings 

(see Figure 8). New and modern gas stations provided services to travelers, “old fashioned” buildings 

were updated with modern facades, and new banks with were designed with drive-through capacities to 

serve motorists.  In 1965, the new Interstate 90 was opened one mile south of the downtown, U.S. 

Highway 16 was de-listed as a state trunk highway, and more and more employers sought locations well 

outside of the downtown core, all of which effectively altered the nature of Luverne’s downtown 

commercial district. 

A period of significance ending as between 1949 and 1965 is conceivable. Further historic context 

research is necessary to better understand the role of Luverne’s downtown during the 1950s and 1960s 

to support a period of significance that post-dates 1948. Minnesota National Register Historian, Denis 

Gardner, has commented that making a case for a period of significance ending in 1965 would “likely be 

challenging,” and an exception to most downtown periods of significance. Furthermore, he noted that if 

the period of significance ends in 1965, for example, then owners of properties within that district must 

maintain their 1965 downtown in order to remain in the National Register. For example, “modern” 

facades added during this period should not be removed to expose the original material beneath.  
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Table 2. Table of Total Properties Surveyed by Decade Built 

Estimated Decade Built Number of Surveyed 

Properties 

Percentage Percentage 

pre/post 1950 

Percentage 

pre/post 1970 

1870s 3 5% 

79% 

95% 

1880s 11 187% 

1890s 3 5% 

1900s 4 6% 

1910s 15 24% 

1920s 7 11% 

1930s 0 0% 

1940s 7 10% 

1950s 4 8% 

21% 

1960s 6 10% 

1970s 1 2% 

5% 
1980s 1 2% 

1990s 1 2% 

2000s 0 0% 

 

 

 
Figure 11. Properties Surveyed by Decade Built 
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5.3 INTEGRITY 

Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance. The National Register recognizes seven 

aspects integrity (see Section 2.3.2). To retain historic integrity, a property will always possess several, 

and usually most, of the aspects (NPS 1997). Firstly, individual properties must be evaluated for their 

integrity to determine whether changes made after the period of significance impair the property’s 

ability to convey its significance within the context of the district. Secondly, the proposed district must 

possess integrity as a whole. That is, the area defined as a district must be made up of a majority of 

historic buildings that maintain their integrity. Boundaries can be adjusted to form a stronger 

concentration of historic properties with integrity within a proposed district.  

5.4 BOUNDARIES 

Although the investigators surveyed the entire 16 block area, their focus was on the three-block stretch 

of Main Street from Estey to McKenzie. Within this area is the core of Luverne’s commercial district, 

where concentrations of intact buildings dating from the pre-1960s were found. Some of the cross 

streets, particularly North Cedar, also included properties related to the commercial core. Linkages to 

other areas of the 16-block center were also investigated, particularly those with the Rock County 

Courthouse, the high school, and the Carnegie Library. Strong linkages to those areas – geographically, 

historically, and thematically – were not sufficient to extend a historic district beyond the Main Street 

core, except in several instances where buildings within one block of Main Street formed meaningful 

connections. 

The boundaries of the district are dependent upon the period of significance. A narrower period of 

significance results in a geographically smaller district; a broader period results in a larger district 

encompassing buildings from the later era (Figures 11 and 12).  

National Park Service publications provide guidance in developing historic district boundaries. 

Specifically, the following guidelines were useful to the Principal Investigators in proposing the Luverne 

Commercial Historic District boundaries: 

Select boundaries that encompass the single area of land containing the significant 

concentration of buildings, sites, structures, or objects making up the district. The district’s 

significance and historic integrity should help determine the boundaries. Consider following 

these factors: 

• Visual barriers that mark a change in the historic character of the area or that break 

the continuity of the district, such as new construction, highways, or development 

of a different character. 

• Visual changes in the character of the area due to different architectural styles, 

types or periods, or to a decline in the concentration of contributing resources. 
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• Boundaries at a specific time in history, such as the original city limits or the legally 

recorded boundaries of a housing subdivision, estate, or ranch. 

• Clearly differentiated patterns of historic development, such as commercial versus 

residential or industrial (NPS 1991:56-57). 

5.5 CONTRIBUTING PROPERTIES 

Individual properties within a historic district are designated as either “contributing” or “non-

contributing.” A contributing property is one that was present during the period of significance and 

possesses historic integrity reflecting its character at that time. A non-contributing property may be 

designated as such because it was built after the period of significance, or it does not retain integrity 

(NPS 1986). See the following table for a listing on contributing and non-contributing properties.  

The two alternatives for the period of significance would have significant differences in the total number 

of properties within the district, as well as the way in which properties are considered contributing. 

Using a later period of significance, buildings constructed between 1948 and the concluding period date 

would be included within the district and considered contributing, if they met integrity standards. 

Furthermore, it is also possible that properties which had lost their historic integrity due to alterations 

made during the later period could be considered contributing, as those alterations could have assumed 

their own historic significance 

5.5.1 Alternative 1 

Using the period of significance under Alternative 1 (ending in 1948), a district could be formed to 

encompass 46 buildings. Of these, 31 (67 percent) would be contributing, and 15 (33 percent) would be 

non-contributing due to compromised integrity or a construction date that did not fall within the period 

of significance (see Figure 12; Table 3). 

5.5.2 Alternative 2 

Using a later period of significance under Alternative 2, a more expansive district could be formed, 

inclusive of a greater number of buildings. The precise shape of the district and the number of 

properties would be dependent upon further research and a determination of the ending period of 

significance date. The district illustrated in Figure 12 assumes a 1965 ending period of significance.  In 

this scenario, 54 properties would be within the district boundaries, 38 (70 percent) of which would be 

contributing (see Figure 13; Table 3). 
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Figure 12. Proposed District Boundary, Period of Significance Alternative 1 

 

Figure 13. Proposed District Boundary, Period of Significance Alternative 2 
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Table 3. List of Surveyed Properties 

Historic Name Current 

Name/Business 

Address SHPO No. Date Period of Significance 1878-1948: Period of Significance 1878-post-

1948: 

In/Out of 

District 

Contrib./

Non-

Contrib. 

Reason 

for NC or 

Exclusion  

In/Out of 

District 

(Tentative) 

Contrib./

Non-

Contrib. 

Reason 

for NC or 

Exclusion 

Commercial Building Walter Tofteland 

Attorney 

109 N. Cedar RK-LVC-080 1885 In C   In C   

Commercial Building Jensen 

Management 

111 N. Cedar RK-LVC-081 1885 In C   In C   

Hawes Grocery Store Power Fitness 112 N. Cedar RK-LVC-091 1917 In C   In C   

Commercial Building Commercial 

Building 

113 N. Cedar RK-LVC-082 1885 In NC Integrity In NC Integrity 

Hinkly Building “Skinny Building” 115 N. Cedar RK-LVC-083 1902 In C   In C   

Post Office Luverne Bowling 117 N. Cedar RK-LVC-084 c. 1915 In C   In C   

Commercial Building McClure Electric 121 N. Cedar RK-LVC-085 c. 1915 In C   In C   

Commercial Building Stores 102 & 104 N. 

Freeman 

RK-LVC-047 1965 In NC Age In C   

Commercial Row Apartments 118 N. Freeman RK-LVC-087 c. 1925 Out   Integrity Out   Integrity 

Masonic Temple Rock County 

Historical Society 

123 N. Freeman RK-LVC-090 1899; 

1920 

In C  In C  

Garage Garage 109 S. Freeman RK-LVC-089 c. 1950 Out  Age/ 

Integrity 

In NC Integrity 

Tri-State Insurance Luverne Health and 

Wellness 

109 S. Freeman RK-LVC-088 1952 Out   Age In C; Pending 

POS 

  

Commercial Building Carsten’s 

Apartments 

127 E. Lincoln RK-LVC-086 c. 1915 Out   Integrity Out   Integrity 

Commercial Building Edward Jones 101 & 103 E. Main RK-LVC-046 1965 In NC Age In C; Pending 

POS 

  

Palace Theater Palace Theater 102 E. Main RK-LVC-004 1915 In C   In C   

Arcade Building Arcade Building 105 & 107 E. Main RK-LVC-014 1892 In C   In C   

Blasdell Block/IOOF Hall Latham Insurance 108 E. Main RK-LVC-013 1892 In C   In C   

Commercial Building Looking Great 109 E. Main RK-LVC-048 c. 1910 In C   In C   

J. C. Penney Pizza Ranch 110 E. Main RK-LVC-075 1951 In NC Age/ 

Integrity 

In NC Integrity 

Coffey Block Coffey Block 111 & 113 E. Main RK-LVC-049 1919 In C   In C   
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Historic Name Current 

Name/Business 

Address SHPO No. Date Period of Significance 1878-1948: Period of Significance 1878-post-

1948: 

In/Out of 

District 

Contrib./

Non-

Contrib. 

Reason 

for NC or 

Exclusion  

In/Out of 

District 

(Tentative) 

Contrib./

Non-

Contrib. 

Reason 

for NC or 

Exclusion 

Commercial Building Dental Office 115 E. Main RK-LVC-050 c. 1910 In C   In C   

Rock County Bank MinnWest Bank 116 E. Main RK-LVC-074 1960 In NC Age In C   

Commercial Building Great Plains Travel 117 E. Main RK-LVC-051 c. 1940 In C   In C   

Drug Store Grape Vines 121 E. Main RK-LVC-052 c. 1925 In C   In C   

Office Building Office Building 122-130 E. Main RK-LVC-073 1996 In NC Age In NC Age 

Graaff Building Sincerely Yours 123 E. Main RK-LVC-015 1891 In C   In C   

J. A Harroun’s Store Photography Studio 125 E. Main RK-LVC-053 1882 In C   In C   

Commercial Building Vander Kooi Law 127 E. Main RK-LVC-054 1882 In C   In C   

Rock County Bank 

Building 

Vacant 129 E. Main RK-LVC-019 1882 In C   In C   

Wilson Building/Security 

Bank 

Vacant 202 E. Main RK-LVC-012 1878 In C   In C   

First National Bank 

Building 

Cragoe Realty 203 E. Main RK-LVC-016 1917 In C   In C   

Commercial Building Sewing Basket 204 E. Main RK-LVC-072 1878 In NC Integrity In NC Integrity 

The Jasper Block Power Fitness 205 E. Main RK-LVC-055 1885 In C   In C   

Commercial Building Variety/Vacant 206 E. Main RK-LVC-071 1878 In NC Integrity In NC Integrity 

The Jasper Block Store 207 E. Main RK-LVC-056 1885 In C  In C   

The Pix Theater HGS Gallery 208 E. Main RK-LVC-070 c. 1940 In NC Integrity In NC Integrity 

Treat’s Drug Store Lavish Designs 210 E. Main RK-LVC-069 1913 In NC Integrity In NC Integrity 

Commercial Building Sanford Health 211 E. Main RK-LVC-057 c. 1920 Out   Integrity In NC Integrity 

Commercial Building Main Street 

Financial Services 

212 E. Main RK-LVC-068 c. 1915 In NC Integrity In NC Integrity 

Commercial Building Main Street 

Financial Services 

214 E. Main RK-LVC-018 1883 In NC Integrity In NC Integrity 

Commercial Building Loopy’s 217 E. Main RK-LVC-058 c. 1915 Out   Integrity In NC Integrity 

Commercial Building Herb ‘n’ Legend 218 E. Main RK-LVC-067 c. 1880 In NC Integrity In NC Integrity 

Ben Franklin Loopy’s Dollar Store 219 E. Main RK-LVC-059 1974 Out   Age In NC Age 

Post Office AT&T 220 E. Main RK-LVC-066 c. 1945 In C  In C   
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Historic Name Current 

Name/Business 

Address SHPO No. Date Period of Significance 1878-1948: Period of Significance 1878-post-

1948: 

In/Out of 

District 

Contrib./

Non-

Contrib. 

Reason 

for NC or 

Exclusion  

In/Out of 

District 

(Tentative) 

Contrib./

Non-

Contrib. 

Reason 

for NC or 

Exclusion 

Commercial Building Main Street Offices 222 E. Main RK-LVC-065 c. 1880 In C Verify 

alt. date 

In C   

Engebretson Block Heidebrink 

Insurance 

224 E. Main RK-LVC-064 1955 In NC Age In C; Pending 

POS 

  

First National Bank of 

Luverne 

Farmer’s and 

Merchant’s Bank 

303 E. Main RK-LVC-060 1965 Out   Age In C; Pending 

POS 

  

Herman Motors Herman Motors 312 E. Main RK-LVC-063 c. 1945 In C  In C   

Office Building Office building 313 E. Main RK-LVC-061 c. 1980 Out   Age In NC Age 

Phillips 66 Gas Station Gas Station 321 E. Main RK-LVC-062 1964 Out   Age In C; Pending 

POS 

  

Luverne Methodist 

Church 

Luverne Methodist 

Church 

100 W. Main/109 

N. Freeman 

RK-LVC-045 1968 In NC Age In NC Age 

Manitou Hotel Manitou Hotel 101 W. Main RK-LVC-009 1901 In C   In C   

Commercial Building Office 110 W. Main RK-LVC-044 c. 1940 In C   In C   

Office Office 111 W. Main RK-LVC-076 c. 1940 In C   In C   

Implement Dealership Manitou Carpets 113 W. Main RK-LVC-077 c. 1920 Out   Integrity Out   Integrity 

Greene, DeLate & Fritz 

Building 

American Family 

Insurance 

114 W. Main RK-LVC-043 1910 In C   In C   

Commercial Building Quality Printing 116 W. Main RK-LVC-042 c. 1910 Out   Integrity Out   Integrity 

Livery Star Herald 117 W. Main RK-LVC-078 1907 Out   Integrity Out   Integrity 

Myhre’s Photograph 

gallery 

Chuck’s Barber 118 W. Main RK-LVC-041 c. 1905 Out   Integrity Out   Integrity 

Rock County Star Building Habilitative Services 123 W. Main RK-LVC-079 1920 Out   Integrity Out   Integrity 

Commercial Building American Legion 124 W. Main RK-LVC-040 1917 Out   Integrity Out   Integrity 

Tire Repair Gas Station 130 W. Main RK-LVC-039 c. 1920 Out   Integrity Out   Integrity 

Automotive Repairs and 

Sales 

Office/Commercial 101 S. McKenzie RK-LVC-092 c. 1940 In C  In C   
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6.0 Conclusions and Recommendations 

6.1 CONCLUSIONS 

Principal Investigators conducted an architectural history survey of the Luverne Commercial core to 

identify the potential for a historic district meeting National Register standards. The Principal 

Investigators conclude that the Luverne Commercial core possesses local significance in the area of 

Commerce meeting NRHP significance Criterion A: association with events that have made a significant 

contribution to the broad patterns of history. Portions of the historic core retain sufficient integrity to 

convey the historic significance of the commercial district. Two periods of significance are under 

consideration. Period of significance Alternative 1 begins in 1878 and concludes in 1948. Using this 

period, a tighter district would encompass approximately 31 contributing and 15 non-contributing 

properties. Period of significance Alternative 2 begins in 1878 and concludes at an undetermined date 

after 1948. Using this period, a larger district could be drawn, enfolding more contributing properties. 

Further research would be necessary to support the larger district and extended period of significance 

under Alternative 2 and to confirm an ending period of significance. 

6.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Principal Investigators offer the following recommendations: 

• Consult with the National Register Historian of the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office 

to review the findings of this study. Concurrence with the findings and directions for further 

investigation should be discussed before pursuing a National Register nomination. 

• Pursue National Register listing of the Luverne Commercial Historic District based on the 

findings of this study after consultation to the National Register Historian. 

• Conduct further research on the post-World War II commercial influence of downtown Luverne 

to support a period of significance that post-dates 1948, if appropriate. 

• Consider a façade restoration program prior to National Register listing. Many of the otherwise-

historic downtown buildings have modern façade and storefront treatments, significantly 

compromising their historic integrity. Consequently, these buildings are either excluded for the 

proposed historic district boundaries or are considered non-contributing. Modifications that 

meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and/or expose the original historic fabric and 

design, could alter that shape and consistency of a historic district. Consultation with an 

architect familiar with historic buildings and designs is recommended. 
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INVENTORY FORMS IN STREET ADDRESS ORDER 

Historic Name Current Name/Business Address SHPO No. 

Commercial Building Walter Tofteland Attorney 109 N. Cedar RK-LVC-080 

Commercial Building Jensen Management 111 N. Cedar RK-LVC-081 

Hawes Grocery Store Power Fitness 112 N. Cedar RK-LVC-091 

Commercial Building Commercial Building 113 N. Cedar RK-LVC-082 

Hinkly Building “Skinny Building” 115 N. Cedar RK-LVC-083 

Post Office Luverne Bowling 117 N. Cedar RK-LVC-084 

Commercial Building McClure Electric 121 N. Cedar RK-LVC-085 

Commercial Building Stores 102 & 104 N. Freeman RK-LVC-047 

Commercial Row Apartments 118 N. Freeman RK-LVC-087 

Masonic Temple Rock County Historical Society 123 N. Freeman RK-LVC-090 

Garage Garage 109 S. Freeman RK-LVC-089 

Tri-State Insurance Luverne Health and Wellness 109 S. Freeman RK-LVC-088 

Commercial Building Carsten’s Apartments 127 E. Lincoln RK-LVC-086 

Commercial Building Edward Jones 101 & 103 E. Main RK-LVC-046 

Palace Theater Palace Theater 102 E. Main RK-LVC-004 

Arcade Building Arcade Building 105 & 107 E. Main RK-LVC-014 

Blasdell Block/IOOF Hall Latham Insurance 108 E. Main RK-LVC-013 

Commercial Building Looking Great 109 E. Main RK-LVC-048 

J. C. Penney Pizza Ranch 110 E. Main RK-LVC-075 

Coffey Block Coffey Block 111 & 113 E. Main RK-LVC-049 

Commercial Building Dental Office 115 E. Main RK-LVC-050 

Rock County Bank MinnWest Bank 116 E. Main RK-LVC-074 

Commercial Building Great Plains Travel 117 E. Main RK-LVC-051 

Drug Store Grape Vines 121 E. Main RK-LVC-052 

Office Building Office Building 122-130 E. Main RK-LVC-073 

Graaff Building Sincerely Yours 123 E. Main RK-LVC-015 

J. A Harroun’s Store Photography Studio 125 E. Main RK-LVC-053 

Commercial Building Vander Kooi Law 127 E. Main RK-LVC-054 

Rock County Bank Building Vacant 129 E. Main RK-LVC-019 

Wilson Building/Security Bank Vacant 202 E. Main RK-LVC-012 

First National Bank Building Cragoe Realty 203 E. Main RK-LVC-016 

Commercial Building Sewing Basket 204 E. Main RK-LVC-072 

The Jasper Block Power Fitness 205 E. Main RK-LVC-055 

Commercial Building Variety/Vacant 206 E. Main RK-LVC-071 

The Jasper Block Store 207 E. Main RK-LVC-056 

The Pix Theater HGS Gallery 208 E. Main RK-LVC-070 
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INVENTORY FORMS IN STREET ADDRESS ORDER 

Historic Name Current Name/Business Address SHPO No. 

Treat’s Drug Store Lavish Designs 210 E. Main RK-LVC-069 

Commercial Building Sanford Health 211 E. Main RK-LVC-057 

Commercial Building Main Street Financial Services 212 E. Main RK-LVC-068 

Commercial Building Main Street Financial Services 214 E. Main RK-LVC-018 

Commercial Building Loopy’s 217 E. Main RK-LVC-058 

Commercial Building Herb ‘n’ Legend 218 E. Main RK-LVC-067 

Ben Franklin Loopy’s Dollar Store 219 E. Main RK-LVC-059 

Post Office AT&T 220 E. Main RK-LVC-066 

Commercial Building Main Street Offices 222 E. Main RK-LVC-065 

Engebretson Block Heidebrink Insurance 224 E. Main RK-LVC-064 

First National Bank of Luverne Farmer’s and Merchant’s Bank 303 E. Main RK-LVC-060 

Herman Motors Herman Motors 312 E. Main RK-LVC-063 

Office Building Office building 313 E. Main RK-LVC-061 

Phillips 66 Gas Station Gas Station 321 E. Main RK-LVC-062 

Luverne Methodist Church Luverne Methodist Church 100 W. Main/109 N. 

Freeman 

RK-LVC-045 

Manitou Hotel Manitou Hotel 101 W. Main RK-LVC-009 

Commercial Building Office 110 W. Main RK-LVC-044 

Office Office 111 W. Main RK-LVC-076 

Implement Dealership Manitou Carpets 113 W. Main RK-LVC-077 

Greene, DeLate & Fritz Building American Family Insurance 114 W. Main RK-LVC-043 

Commercial Building Quality Printing 116 W. Main RK-LVC-042 

Livery Star Herald 117 W. Main RK-LVC-078 

Myhre’s Photograph gallery Chuck’s Barber 118 W. Main RK-LVC-041 

Rock County Star Building Habilitative Services 123 W. Main RK-LVC-079 

Commercial Building American Legion 124 W. Main RK-LVC-040 

Tire Repair Gas Station 130 W. Main RK-LVC-039 

Automotive Repairs and Sales Office/Commercial 101 S. McKenzie RK-LVC-092 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐080

Address:  109 N. Cedar St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1627‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837292 m N  725131 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Italianate 

Date Const:  1885  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: Front‐46 on Main, Corner‐47,
Front ‐57 on Cedar 

 
Setting:   
Side street‐ part of larger block including 125‐129 E. Main north of Main 
 

Description:   
This two story brick building is one storefront bay of a larger complex that occupies the northwest corner of Main 

and Cedar. It is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  The ground level storefront has a central recessed entrance 

flanked by cast iron columns and storefront windows.  The upper half of the storefronts have been covered over.  

A simple cornice present on the other storefronts is missing on this bay.   The storefront opening is bordered on 

the sides by brick pilasters that extend up to the top of the brick wall at the second level.  At the upper level, there 

are two windows with arched tops and brick “hoods”.  The windows were originally 1/1 single or double hung with 

arched tops but at some point were replaced with shorter windows and a plain panel at the upper portion, 

including the arched top.  The building’s Italianate style is typified by the quoined masonry pilasters, hooded 

windows, and bracketed cornice. It is separated from the adjacent matching storefront to the north by a narrow 

entrance bay that accesses a stair to the second floor.  The brick flanking this door has been painted. 

 
History:   

This two‐story brick commercial block is adjacent to the Rock County Bank building (see 129 E. Main), and is 
designed to blend with its neighbors, although constructed several years later (RCHS 1977:78). This building was 
used as the post office from at least 1894 to 1900. It now serves as law offices. 
 
References: 
Rock County Historical Society 

1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 
Luverne, Minnesota. 

Rock County News 
1899 “Souvenir Edition.” Rock County News, Luverne, Minnesota.  

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
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Integrity: Although some changes have been made to the storefront and the upper fenestration, it retains good 

historic integrity. 

 

 
Overall block at northwest corner of Cedar and Main Streets 

 

 
East elevation 
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Historic photo dated c. 1900 

 
 

 
Historic photo dated 1935 

 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐081

Address:  111 N. Cedar St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1629‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 15  4837299 m N  725132 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Italianate 

Date Const:  1885  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce   

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: Corner‐47 
Front‐57 

 

Setting: Side street‐ part of larger block including125‐129 E. Main St. 
 

Description:   

This two story brick building is one storefront bay of a larger complex that occupies the northwest corner of Main 

and Cedar. It is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  The ground level storefront has been partially infilled.  It 

retains its central recessed entrance flanked by cast iron columns, but the side and transom windows have been 

walled off.  The storefront bays that flank the entrance have been partially filled in and have windows that are 

considerably reduced in size.   A simple cornice present on the other storefronts is missing on this bay.   The 

storefront opening is bordered on the sides by brick pilasters that extend up to the top of the brick wall at the 

second level.  At the upper level, there are two windows with arched tops and brick “hoods”.  The windows were 

originally 1/1 single or double hung with arched tops but at some point were replaced with shorter windows and a 

plain panel at the upper portion, including within the arched top.  The building’s Italianate style is typified by the 

quoined masonry pilasters, hooded windows, and bracketed cornice. It is separated from the adjacent matching 

storefront to the south by a narrow entrance bay with a door that accesses a stair to the second floor.  The brick 

surrounding this door has been painted. 
 

History:  This two‐story brick commercial block is north of the Rock County Bank building (see 129 E. Main), and is 

designed to blend with its neighbors, although constructed several years later (RCHS 1977:78). A meat market 

operated from this building in 1900; it now houses a property management company. 

 

References: 
Rock County Historical Society 

1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 
Luverne, Minnesota. 

Rock County News 
1899 “Souvenir Edition.” Rock County News, Luverne, Minnesota.  

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 



RK‐LVC‐081  Minnesota Architecture‐History Inventory Form  Page 2 of 2 

 
Integrity:  Although some alterations have been made to the storefront and the upper fenestration, it retains good 

historic integrity. 

 

 
East elevation 

 
Historic photo dated 1935 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Hawes Grocery Store  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐091

Address:  112 N. Cedar St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1133‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837307 m N  725162 m E NAD 83 

 
Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  1917  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers:

 
Setting:   
Side street‐ rear appendage to bank building at 203 E. Main 
 
Description:   
This brick one story building has a rectangular plan, flat roof, and centered storefront entrance.  It is trimmed with 

limestone at the masonry piers and storefront opening, as well as, at the parapet, which is crenellated.  The 

storefront has been altered (probably in the mid‐20th century) and has a buff colored brick at the lower portion, 

aluminum framed windows at the mid‐section, and painted paneling infilling the upper portion of the opening.  

The recessed entry door has glass block sidelights.   

 
History:   

This one‐story commercial block abuts the north end of the First National Bank Building (203 E. Main) and based 

on Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps and building materials, it appears to have been constructed at the same time, 

1917. It is identified as “Formerly Hawes Grocery Store” in a 1935 photograph. Although it was originally a on a 

separate parcel, it has been joined at the rear to with the property located at 205 E. Main to form an L‐shaped 

parcel. For the purposes of this historic documentation, it is recorded as a separate property. 

 
References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 
Integrity: Good ‐ although some changes have been made to the storefront, it retains the general configuration 

and the masonry surrounding it is in good condition. 
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West and north elevations 

 
Historic photo dated 1935 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐082

Address:  113 N. Cedar St.   County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1630‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837305 m N  725132 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Italianate 

Date Const:  1885  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Not Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: Front‐57, 58 

 
Setting:  Mid‐block, west side of street. 
 

Description:   
This two story brick building is the northern‐most bay of a larger complex that occupies the northwest corner of 
Main and Cedar. It is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  The ground level storefront has been modified – the 
columns are missing, the lower glazing has been replaced with aluminum framed curtainwall, the upper portion 
has been stuccoed, the brick has been painted, and the lower wall panels below the storefront has been stuccoed.  
The entrance is at the south side of bay.   The cornice separating the storefront from the upper level is still present, 
but the upper level masonry has been stuccoed over.   This bay has two offset windows at the second level with 
arched tops and brick “hoods”, which have also been stuccoed over.  The windows were originally 1/1 single or 
double hung with arched tops but at some point were replaced with shorter windows and infilled at the upper 
halves.  The building’s Italianate style is still somewhat apparent because of the quoined masonry pilasters at the 
first level and the bracketed cornice.   
 

History:   
This two‐story brick commercial block is north of the Rock County Bank building (see 129 E. Main), and is designed 
to blend with its neighbors, although constructed several years later (RCHS 1977:78). In 1900 it housed a printing 
office, with a photography studio on the second floor. In 1935, the Rock County Herald operated from this 
building.  The stucco resurfacing was completed at an unknown date.  
 

References: 
Rock County Historical Society 

1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 
Luverne, Minnesota. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity: This brick commercial block has been significantly compromised by a covering of stucco over its façade, 
as well as alterations to the storefront. Although the cornice detail is intact, much of the historic material is no 
longer visible and its integrity is compromised. 
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East elevation 

   
East elevation  

 
Historic photo dated 1935 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Hinkly Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐083

Address:  115 N. Cedar St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1631‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837311 m N  725132 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Classical Revival 

Date Const:  1902  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/ Commerce  Present Use: Business/ Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: Front‐58 
Rear‐62  

 
Setting: Mid‐block, adjacent to alley 
 

Description:   
This three story brick building fills the narrow strip between the Rock County Bank (historic name) complex and the 
alley.  It is the same height as the adjacent 2 story buildings.  The first floor storefront has been completely 
remodeled and has a centered paneled door with sidelights.  Pilasters flank the storefront and a half‐round 
balcony serves as a pediment and creates a canopy over the entrance.  The balcony is not original and is purely 
ornamental as there are no doors to access it.  It has a stepped profile with dentil trim and wrought iron handrails. 
At the wall above the balcony there is an arched window opening that has two lower windows and one large 
arched window at the top. Above the arch there is a brick ledge and above this there is a pair of double hung 
windows.  The dentiled parapet is capped with a simple sheet metal cap. The alley elevation has more double‐hung 
windows and some loading doors. It appears that the rear part of the building was an addition. 
 

History:   

Often referred to as the “Skinny Building” because of its narrow, 10‐foot width, this three‐story commercial block 
was built as an office building in about 1902 by R. B. Hinkly. It has housed a jeweler and telegraph office (1907), as 
well as Hinkly’s own business ventures. In the 1930s, Ralph Herreid ran his watch repair business from the 
storefront. In 1969 Marian Frakes, a real estate agent acquired the property for $1,000 and set about improving 
the upstairs apartment and adding the “front edifice” (presumably the entrance surround and balcony). In 1984, 
Joe Malone purchased the property and used it for his farm management business (RCHS Building Files 1986).  
 

References: 
Luverne Area Chamber of Commerce 

1993 Luverne A Look at Our Historical Past. Announcer Press. Luverne, Minnesota. 

Rock County Historical Society 
1986  Building History Files. Rock County Historical Society, Luverne, Minnesota. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
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Integrity: Alterations have been made to the storefront with the creation of an entry surround and the addition of 

the balcony. Much of the building’s character, however, remains intact. 

 
East elevation at street, north elevation at alley 

 
West elevation at alley 
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Historic photo dated 1935 

 

 
Historic photo of Hinkly Building storefront dated 1935 

 

 
Historic photo dated 1935 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Post Office  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐084

Address:  117 N. Cedar St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1620‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837323 m N  725131 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  c. 1915  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Recreation 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 59‐front 
63‐rear 

 

Setting: Mid‐block, adjacent to alley, west side of street 
 
Description:   
This one story brick building is rectangular in plan and has a gabled roof that is concealed behind an arched 

parapet wall.   The façade is dark brown brick with a limestone base, trim, and parapet cap.  There are four 

storefront openings of varying widths across the front of the building.  The two openings to the south are wider 

while the northern openings are about half as wide.  All of the openings have been infilled and have a stucco finish.  

The largest of the center openings has an entrance door and the bay to the south has two fixed windows. A 

continuous awning stretches across the tops of the storefronts. The side and rear elevations at the alley are clad in 

metal siding.  

 
History:   

The site of the former opera house, this building was constructed between 1913 and 1921 as the post office.  
Between 1935 and 1949 it was converted to a bowling alley, a purpose it still serves today.  

 
References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 
Integrity: Good ‐ Although the storefronts are now filled in, their openings remain clearly visible and the remainder 
of the façade is intact. Metal siding has been placed over the rear elevations. 
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East elevation 

 
West and south elevations at alley 

 
Historic photo dated 1935 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐085

Address:  121 N. Cedar St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1619‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837334 m N  725129 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  c. 1915  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 60‐front 
64‐rear 

 
Setting:  Mid‐block, west side of street 
 

Description:   
This one story brick building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  It is narrow and has only one storefront bay 

that is bounded by dark brown brick piers with limestone bases and accent trim in a shield motif.  Above the 

storefront opening is a band of continuous limestone and brick that is a contrasting red‐orange.  The parapet over 

this section is crenellated and capped with llimestone trim. The storefront is not original and is framed with 

aluminum and has textured metal spandrel panels at the upper and lower sections.  The midsection is glazed and 

there is an offset glass entry door.  

 

History:   

This one‐story commercial building appears to have been constructed at about the same time as the post office 
next door (see 117 N. Cedar), between 1913 and 1921.  It is home to McClure Electric. 
 

References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 

Integrity: Although changes have been made to the storefront, the overall integrity of the building is very good. 
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East elevation 

 
West elevation at alley 

 
Historic photo dated 1935 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Commercial Building Inventory No. RK-LVC-047 
Address: 102 & 104 N. Freeman  County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1608-000 (102 N. Freeman) 

20-1607-000 (104 N. Freeman) 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 48373013 m N 725035 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: No Style 
Date Const: 1965 Historic Context: None 
Historic Use: Business/commerce Present Use: Business/Commerce 
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not evaluated NR Recommendation: Potentially Contributing, see 
recommendation below. 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 202, 203-front 

56- side 
 
Setting:  East side of Freeman just north of Main Street 
 
Description:   This building is a one story office building with a false mansard roof.  The roof beyond is flat.  There 
are different types of brick and fenestration patterns at each address.  The portion at 102 has brick walls and 
vertically oriented windows.  A row of projecting brick borders each side of the opening from ground to the 
building eave.  The portion at 104 has larger window openings with three casement windows each.  The walls 
below the windows are veneer stone in a random pattern.  Above this, the walls are stucco with wood trim.  The 
southern portion of the building has two more addresses, 101 & 103 East Main.   
 
History:  The site was previously occupied by a two story, wood-framed boarding house with a first floor 
storefront.  The previous building was demolished in 1964 following collapse of a wall of Molitors Shoe Store (RCHS 
1977:301-303). This building (noted with 101 and 103 E. Main) was probably the last fully wood-framed building 
still standing on downtown’s Main Street. 
 
References: 
Rock County Historical Society 

1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 
Luverne, Minnesota. 

 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 
Integrity:  This would appear to have good integrity for its 1965 construction. 
 
Recommendation:  This property would be contributing to a potential Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic 
District with a period of significance extending to 1965 or later. 
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West and North Elevations at 104 Freeman 

 

 
West Elevation at 102 Freeman 
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West South and Elevations at 101 & 103 E. Main 

 
Previous building located on site in 1935 photo 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Commercial Buildings Inventory No. RK-LVC-087 
Address: 118 N. Freeman  County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1625-000 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837326 m N 725035 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: Brick Commercial 
Date Const: c. 1925 Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 

Development 
Historic Use: Business/Commerce Present Use: Residential 
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not listed NR Recommendation: Non-Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 147, 148 

 
Setting:   
East side of street on block bounded by Lincoln Sreet to the north and Main Street to the south.  Located mid-block 
adjacent to alley. 
 
Description:   
This is a two story brick building with a flat roof.  It appears to have had three of four storefronts originally, but 
these have all been infilled and converted to residential use. 
 
History:   
This row of two-story apartments have evolved over time. The northernmost unit is somewhat wider, and may 
date to early 1900s when a two-story structure was present and used as a carpenter’s shop. Between 1921 and 
1930, the three southern, two-story units were added to the site, labeled as stores and flats in 1930. A notation on 
the Sanborn map indicates these units were “to be remodeled.” A 1935 photograph shows store display windows 
in most, if not all of the first floor units, apparently with residential units above. By 1948, the former carpenter 
shop was converted to apartments.  The storefronts have since been removed at an unknown date. 
 
References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 
Integrity: The former storefronts on the commercial row were radically altered when they were converted to 
residences. 
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North and west elevations 

 
South and west elevations 

 
Historic photo dated 1935 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Masonic Temple Inventory No. RK-LVC-090 
Address: 123 N. Freeman  County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1638-000 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837349 m N 724993 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: Shingle Style 
Date Const: 1899; 1920 Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 

Development 
Historic Use: Religious/ Fraternal Present Use: Civic/ Museum 
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not listed NR Recommendation: Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 145, 146 

 
Setting:  Southwest corner of the intersection of Freeman and Lincoln. 
 
Description:   
Originally, this building was a 1 ½ story church with an “L” shaped plan.  It had a very steep roof, which was gabled 
at the main elevation and hipped at the side elevation.  The roof did not have an overhang.  The base was 
rusticated Sioux quartzite and the walls above were covered in wood shingles.  When the building was modified, it 
was converted to a full two stories and the plan was squared off.  This configuration remains largely intact.  It has a 
shallower hipped roof and gabled dormers.  The rusticated stone at the base and wood shingles above were 
retained and an entrance surround with a Classical Revival pediment was added.  At the roofline, there is a simple 
frieze board below the roof overhang.  The soffits at the overhang appear to be covered with aluminum. The soffits 
at the dormers have not been covered 
and the gabled dormer above the 
main entrance has decorative 
brackets.  Windows are double-hung 
with a transom panel above. 
 
History:   
This building was originally 
constructed in 1899 for the Unity 
Congregational Church. In the 1920s, 
the Masonic Lodge acquired the 
property and radically transformed the 
building into its lodge hall, changing 
both its footprint and massing. In 
1996, the building was given to the 
Rock County Historical Society, which 
maintains the building as a museum 
(Rock County Historical Society 
building files 1996). Unity Church, later Masonic Temple, c. 1899 
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References: 
Rock County Historical Society 

1996  Building Files. Rock County Historical Society. Luverne, Minnesota. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 
Integrity:  Based on the 1924 remodeling of this building into the Masonic Lodge, it possesses strong historical 
integrity.  
 

 
South and east elevations 

 
East and north elevations 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Garage Inventory No. RK-LVC-089 
Address: 109 S. Freeman  County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1593-200 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837195 m N 725037 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: None 
Date Const: c. 1950 Historic Context: None 
Historic Use: Garage Present Use: Storage 
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not listed NR Recommendation: Non-Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 139, 140 

 
Setting:   
Mid-block on the east side of the street adjacent to the alley and behind the Palace Theater. 
 
Description:   
This building is a one story garage with two vehicle bays.  It has a gabled roof with no overhangs.  The façade is a 
blonde brick with three decorative rectangles above the doors in a contrasting dark brick.  The side and rear walls 
are clay tile.   The walls at the roof gable are covered in either painted wood or metal.  It appears that the roof may 
be metal, but was covered in snow.  The vehicle bays have two separate doors – one is wood paneled and the 
other is painted metal.  The opening at the south bay has been modified to be several feet taller than the original 
opening size.  It cuts into the decorative darker brick rectangles. 
 
History:   
This two-bay, tile garage with a brick face was constructed c. 1950. Although a garage was present on this site in 
the 1930s, this appears to be a replacement.  
 
References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 
Integrity:  Several alterations are apparent, including enlargement of one of the garage bays and replacement of 
the roof, likely from a flat roof to a gabled roof. 
 
Recommendation:  This property would be non-contributing to a Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic District 
due to compromised historic integrity. 
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West elevation  

 
West and south elevations 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Tri-State Insurance Building Inventory No. RK-LVC-008 
Address: 109 S. Freeman  County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1593-100 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837167 m N 725037 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: Modern 
Date Const: 1952 Historic Context: None 
Historic Use: Business/ Commerce Present Use: Business/ Commerce 
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not listed NR Recommendation: Potentially Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 140, 141 

 
Setting:   
Northeast corner of intersection at Freeman and Maple. 
 
Description:   
This is a rectangular one-story brick building with stone accents and a flat roof.  The window openings have 
limestone sills and it appears that the original bands of windows have been replaced with smaller groupings of 
double-hung windows surrounded by stucco. On the south side, these windows have a Palladian style decorative 
“fan” above them, which is out of character for this mid-century building.  Smaller window openings are framed in 
limestone and also appear to have been replaced. The entry has a dramatic black granite entrance surround and 
large fixed storefront windows adjacent to a single entrance door.   
 
History:   
This one-story office building was constructed for Tri-State Insurance in 1952. The facility was one of the most 
modern office buildings in the area, featuring conveniences such as recessed florescent lighting, IBM keypunch 
machines, acoustical tiles, and air conditioning. Black marble was used on the interior and exterior finishes, and 
the building was planned with the eye toward future expansion to the north (archival materials provided by Curt 
Bloemendaal, Tri-State Insurance, 17 February 2013). The company indeed had the need to expand, as Tri-State 
was writing insurance coverage in nine states. Instead of expanding on the downtown site, in 1974 Tri-State moved 
to its new campus in east Luverne. The Blue Mound Cooperative Center moved into this building the following 
year. It is now home to Luverne Health and Wellness.  
 
References: 
Rock County Historical Society 

1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 
Luverne, Minnesota. 

 
Integrity:  Minor changes have occurred to this building, including replacement of many of the windows. 
 
Recommendation:  This property would be contributing to a potential Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic 
District with a period of significance extending to 1952 or later. 
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North and west elevations 

 
South and east elevations 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐086

Address:  127 E. Lincoln   County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1618‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837345 m N  725131 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  c. 1915  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Residential 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Non‐Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 61‐front and side, 65‐rear
66‐garage 

 
Setting:  Corner of Cedar and Lincoln with parking lot.  While building faces Cedar, its address is on Lincoln. 
 
Description:   
This two story brick building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  The ground level has two former storefronts 

– one wider than the other.  The south bay has an entrance door flanked by windows while the north bay has one 

window and an offset door.  Unlike most storefronts, brick masonry frames the doors and windows. Above the 

storefronts, the transom windows have been covered or replaced with vinyl siding. Above this, the brick is laid in a 

decorative Flemish bond and the former parapet has two courses of alternating headers and stretchers in a stack 

bond.  At the added second floor, there is a pair of casement windows over each storefront.  Between the 

windows the brick is laid in a running bond but reverts to a Flemish bond above the windows.  The parapet is 

capped with sheet metal.  The side and rear walls of the building are covered in stucco and there is a detached 

garage that is also stuccoed. 

 

History:   

Now a two‐story apartment building, this structure was originally built as a one‐story commercial building between 

1913 and 1921. Sometime after 1949, the second story was added; it was eventually converted into apartments. 

 

References: 

Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity:  Compromised ‐ Alterations were made to the former storefronts when the units were converted to 

residential, and a second story was added after 1949, compromising its early integrity. Stucco applied to secondary 

elevations were also later additions. 
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East elevation on Cedar and north elevation facing Lincoln 
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West elevation at alley and north elevation facing Lincoln 

 

 
Garage at alley 

 
Historic photo dated 1935 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Commercial Building Inventory No. RK-LVC-046 
Address: 101 & 103 E. Main St. County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1605-000 (101 E. Main) 

20-1606-000 (103 E. Main) 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837271 m N 725037 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: Colonial Revival/Modern 
Date Const: 1965 Historic Context: None 
Historic Use: Office/Business Present Use: Office/Business  
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not evaluated NR Recommendation: Potentially contributing, see 
below. 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 38-front 

56- rear/side 

Setting:  Northeast corner of Freeman and Main Streets 
 
Description:   This building is a one story office building with brick walls and a false mansard roof.  The roof beyond 
is flat.  There are different types of brick and fenestration patterns at each address.  The west portion at 101 has 
large picture windows with classical revival pediments while the east portion at 103 has smaller, vertically oriented 
windows with spandrel panels below the windows. A row of projecting brick borders each side of the opening from 
ground to the building eave.  The rear of the building has two more addresses, 102 & 104 North Freeman.   

History:  The 101 E. Main site was previously occupied by a two story, wood-framed boarding house with a first 
floor storefront. The 103 E. Main site had a one-story, wood framed storefront building.  These buildings housed a 
range of merchants, including grocery stores, jewelers, cafés and the Molitor Shoe Store. The previous building 
was demolished in 1964 following collapse of a wall of Molitors Shoe Store (RCHS 1977:301-303). It was probably 
the last fully wood-framed building still standing on downtown’s Main Street. 

Since its reconstruction in 1965 as a one-story office building, the 101 E. Main section has been a home to the 
Estenson Company and now, Edward Jones Investments. Chiropractors have dominated the use of 103 E. Main. 
 
References: 
Rock County Historical Society 

1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 
Luverne, Minnesota. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 
Integrity:   This property appears to retain integrity from its 1965 era construction. 
 
Recommendation: This property would be contributing to a Luverne Commercial Historic District with a period of 
significance extending to 1965.  
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West and South Elevations 

 

 
Previous buildings located on site in 1935 photo. 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Palace Theater Inventory No. RK-LVC-004 
Address: 102-104 E. Main St. County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1604-000 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837243 m N 725039 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: W.E.E. Greene Style: Beaux Arts, Art Deco 
Date Const: 1915, 1945 Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 

Development 
Historic Use: Theater Present Use: Theater 
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Listed NR Recommendation: Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 122-123 

 
Setting:  Southeast corner of Freeman Avenue and Main Street. 
 
Description:   
This two story brick building is divided into three bays defined by pilasters with quoins. It has a central theater 
entrance with storefront spaces flanking it on each side.  The second floor bays on either side each has a window 
and transom opening while the central bay has three window openings with porthole windows instead of 
transoms. The building was designed in the Beaux Arts style, but the theater entry and ticket booth have been 
remodeled in the Art Deco style.  The marquee has also been modified, as have the storefronts. The original multi-
light double-hung windows and transoms have been replaced with aluminum windows and spandrel panels. The 
buff-colored brick is accented with a similar colored limestone at the base and some trim elements.  There is a 
sheet metal cornice topped with a brick parapet and the roof is flat.  The stage house is constructed of common 
red brick and is taller than the rest of the building. 
 
History:   
The Palace Theater was built by Herman Jochims in 1915 for both the presentation of stage plays and movies.  It 
was designed by local architect, W. E. E. Greene.  The second floor also had a ballroom.  The interior and part of 
the entrance was later given an Art Deco makeover, while the second level was converted into an apartment and 
offices.  It operated as a movie-house until 1959.  In 1980 the building was purchased by a local community group, 
who reopened the building as a theater.  It hosts movies and live performances and is listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 
Integrity: This property has been rehabilitated and possesses strong integrity. Exterior alterations include 
storefront replacements. 
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North elevation at Main Street 

 

West elevation at Freeman and south elevation at alley 
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Palace Theater, c. 1930 

 
Palace Theater, c. 1959 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Arcade Building Inventory No. RK-LVC-014 
Address: 105 & 107 E. Main Street County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1609-000  (105 E. Main) 

20-1610-000  (107 E. Main) 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837273 m N 725049 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: Richardsonian Romanesque 
Date Const: 1892 Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 

Development 
Historic Use: Business/commerce - 1st floor 

Residential/Office – 2nd floor 
Present Use: Vacant 

Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not listed NR Recommendation: Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 39-front 

54 & 55-rear 

Setting:  Mid-block, north side 
 
Description:  Two-story building with a façade of rusticated quartzite and granite columns at the entrance, 
although one is concealed by a 1950s remodel.   The secondary elevations are varying types of masonry, but 
primarily brick. There are three arched openings at the ground level - a central bay with entrances flanked by two 
storefronts at either side.  The original storefront at the east bay has been concealed with a brick and wood 
façade. On the second level there are bay windows above each of the storefronts.  Above the central bay, the 
stone projects slightly forward and there are windows within an arched opening.  The cornice is stone and the 
central bay is a few courses higher than the adjacent bays.  It is capped with domed finials at each side.  The 
building’s plan is U-shaped and appears to have had some infill additions at the alley as there are differing types of 
masonry including concrete block.  It has a low sloped roof from front to back that is not visible from the street. 
 
History:  
This Jasper quartz-faced commercial block was constructed in 1892 by Rufus J. Stephens and E. H. Canfield, known 
as “one of the most imposing and finest business blocks in [Luverne]” (Headlight Publishers 1899:11).  Called “The 
Arcade Building” because of its series of arched storefronts, it was also referred to as the “Stevens-Canfield Block.”  
Stephens operated the City Meat Market from the west storefront, which supplied “anything from a sausage to a 
whole carcass for a barbecue” (Rock County News Annual 1893 from Rock County Historical Society history files).  
The business was reported to be “first class in all its appointments, being neat, well kept, and one that is a pleasure 
to patronize. Patrons are always treated courteously, given the best cuts when desired, and always get the lowest 
prices” (Headlight Publishers 1899:11). On the east side of the block was the general store of Marsden & Buck.  On 
the second story, E. H. Canfield, a county attorney, and Albert Barck kept their law offices. Canfield was a native of 
Wisconsin, and was raised in Rochester, Minnesota. After being admitted to the bar in 1881, he came to Luverne 
to establish his law practice.  

Perhaps because of the specialized equipment and finishes needed for a butcher shop, occupants of the west side 
of the building (105 E. Main) have included a long list of meat markets, including the Putney & Goethel Market, the 
Clyde Stephens Meat Market, Marth’s Meat Market, Bernie Doson Café (with a meat market in back), and Lloyd 
Lee Meat Market. Later occupants included Schlader’s-office and school supply & jewelry, Harold’s Jewelry, Blom 
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Jewelry, Print shop, Pottery Shop – Playing in the Mud, Fodness Realty, and Blue Mound Insurance & Financial 
Services.  

Previous businesses at 107 E. Main (east side) include E. Rice Machinery, Grand Theater, J.B. Rice-Dentist 
(upstairs), Cort Theater in the 1920s, Uhley’s Clothing, Wendt’s Northern States Poultry lab, Dr. W.J. Cameron’s 
small animal clinic, Howard Fitzer commercial art and advertising, Minnegasco, Center Point Energy, and Latham 
Insurance Agency. 

The east storefront appears to have been radically altered in the late 1950s or early 1960s. The concrete block 
addition was appended to the rear of the west half between 1930 and 1949.  
 
References: 
Headlight Publishing Co. 

1898 Headlight: Devoted to the Interests of Railroad, Manufacturers, Professional and Business Men. Headlight 
Publishing Co., Chicago. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 
Integrity:   Good, except for 1950s era remodeling of 107 E. Main (east) store front. The west storefront and the 
upper stories retain strong historic integrity. 

 

 
South elevation facing Main Street 
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South elevation and portion of west elevation   

 

 
North elevation at alley 
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Image of Arcade Building, 1893 
 
 

 
South elevation prior to remodeling of east storefront, 1935 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Blasdell Block Inventory No. RK-LVC-013 
Address: 108 E. Main St. County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1603-000 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837244 m N 725052 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: Romanesque 
Date Const: 1892 Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 

Development 
Historic Use: Business/Commerce Present Use: Business/Commerce 
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not listed NR Recommendation: Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 121, 124 

Setting:  Mid-block, south side of street, adjacent to Palace Theatre. 
 
Description:   
Two story storefront building constructed of red brick and Sioux quartzite in the Romanesque style.   Plan is 
rectangular.  The ground floor storefront is not original, although it may retain its original configuration of a central 
entrance flanked by storefront windows and a second level entrance on the left hand side.  The second level has a 
larger center bay with an arch-top window opening flanked by two narrower bays with flat-top window openings.  
These openings have been largely bricked in and have small windows.  There are several decorative accents in the 
masonry, particularly at the second level and cornice/parapet.   The flat or very low-sloped roof is concealed 
behind the parapet.  
 
History:   
This two-story commercial block was constructed in 1892 and is also known as the IOOF Building (Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows). It was owned by H. P. Blasdell in 1899, when the property was described as “one of the 
finest two story brick buildings in the city” (Rock County News 1899:13). Blasdell operated a lunch counter, also 
selling tobacco, fruit, nuts, and “a cool temperance drink” (Rock County News 1899:13). Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps indicate that billiards was also offered, with a lodge hall on the second floor. It has also been used as a drug 
store, and now houses Latham Insurance. 
 
References: 
Rock County News 

1899 “Souvenir Edition.” Rock County News, Luverne, Minnesota.  

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago.Latham 
Insurance 
 
Integrity:  Fair to good.  The storefront has been modified, but not drastically, and other than the infilled windows, 
the second level façade is intact. 
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North Elevation facing Main Street 

 
South Elevation at alley 
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Historic photo c. 1951 
 

 

Historic photo of Palace Theater with edge of Blasdell Block building, c. 1930s 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐048

Address:  109 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1611‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837273 m N  725061 m E NAD 83 

 
Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  c. 1910  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 40‐front 
53‐rear 

 

Setting: Mid‐block, north side 

 

Description:   

This two story brick building has a rectangular plan and flat roof.  The walls have rusticated brick detailing and 

quartzite accents at the stone bases, window sills, and trim.  The storefront appears to reflect the original layout 

but many of the materials have been changed.  It has an offset door flanked by a window on one side and a door to 

the second floor on the other side.  The lower portion of the storefront has been stuccoed, the mid‐section is 

glazed, and the transoms above have been covered with a signage board and a projecting canopy along the lower 

edge.   At the second level, a stepped brick ledge supports a continuous stone window sill that spans the four 

equally spaced window openings.  The original 1/1 double hung windows have been replaced with shorter similar 

windows that have a spandrel panel at the top 1/3 of the opening.   The brick at the parapet has been stuccoed. 

 

History:   

This two‐story brick commercial building was constructed between 1907 and 1913, according to Sanborn Fire 

Insurance Maps. Among its occupants have been Gambles (mid‐1940s) and Philgas appliances.  

 

References: 

Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

  

Integrity: Fair ‐ The storefront has been altered, although it still functions as a traditional storefront with display 

windows. Upper story windows have been replaced and resized within the existing openings. Some alterations may 

have been made to the cornice. The integrity meets standards for a contributing property. 
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South elevation facing Main Street 

 

 

North elevation at alley 
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Historic photograph from the mid‐1940s 

 

Historic photograph dated 1954 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: J.C. Penney Inventory No. RK-LVC-075 
Address: 110 E. Main Street County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1602-000 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837243 m N 725067 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: Modern 
Date Const: 1951 Historic Context: None 
Historic Use: Business/Commerce Present Use: Business/Commerce-Restaurant 
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not listed NR Recommendation: Not contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: Front- 0120 

Rear - 0125 
 
Setting:  Mid-block, south side of street 
 
Description:   
This one story building has a central recessed entrance with storefronts on either side.  Above the storefront the 
walls have wood lap siding and trim.  Above the entrance there is a raised pediment with wood board and batten 
siding and signage.  The east elevation is stucco with wood trim.  The building’s original appearance has been 
completely modified and bears very little resemblance to the original construction. 
 
History:   
This one-story commercial building was constructed for the J. C. Penny Co. in 1951.  Major alterations to this 
building appear to be associated with the current business, Pizza Ranch, and were probably completed in the last 
10 years. 
 
References: 
Rock County Historical Society 

1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 
Luverne, Minnesota. 

 
Integrity:  Extensive alterations were made to this property, probably when it was converted to a Pizza Ranch. It 
has compromised integrity of design and material, and would not meet the standards of a contributing property to 
a historic district. 
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North and East Elevations 

 
South and East Elevations 

 
Historic photo c. 1951 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Coffey Block  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐049

Address:  111 & 113 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1612‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837274 m N  725070 m E NAD 83 

 
Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  1919  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Skippers & Coffey Haus

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 41‐front 
51/52‐rear 

 
Setting: Mid‐block, north side 

 

Description:   

This two story brick building has a rectangular plan and flat roof.  It is twice the width of most of the adjacent 

buildings and has two storefront bays.  The brick is accented with stone trim.  The storefronts have been 

completely modified and covered with board and batten wood siding.  Each has an offset door with windows to 

the side.  Awnings are located above the storefronts.  At the second level, each bay has three equally spaced 

windows and transoms, separated by a stone lintel.  There is a continuous stone window sill under each set of 

window. The windows are 1/1 double hung that appear to have been replaced.   Stone detailing above the 

windows has the construction date and building name in raised lettering.  The parapet is capped with profiled 

stone. 

 

History:   

This two‐story building on two‐and‐a‐half lots was constructed in 1919, according to its date block at the cornice, 

which also describes it as the “Coffey Block.” The second story was used as a lodge hall for much of its early 

existence. By the mid‐1940s, the A&P grocery store occupied the first floor. In the 1950s, Pat’s Plumbing and 

Heating and Merrill Shoe Store shared the first story. 

 

References: 

Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity: Good. Store front is not original, but it retains the function of a storefront with display windows and is 

not radically altered from its original configuration. The upper stories have strong integrity.  
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South elevation facing Main Street 

 

 

North elevation at alley 
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Historic Photograph, dated 1954 

 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐050

Address:  115 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1613‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837274 m N  725083 m E NAD 83 

 
Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Classical Revival 

Date Const:  c. 1910  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 42‐front 
51‐rear 

 

Setting: Mid‐block, north side. 

 

Description:   

Windows‐ replacements, store front not original 

This two story brick building has a rectangular plan and flat roof.  The walls are buff colored brick with limestone 

accents. The masonry detailing is extensive, but its simplicity keeps it from being overly busy.  The building façade 

is framed by two piers that are classically detailed and appear to support an architrave across the top of the 

second story.  The parapet above is stepped and the brick below is recessed to create panelized effect at each 

step. The storefront has been completely modified and covered with board and batten wood siding.  It has two 

centered windows and a door flanking either side.  An awning is located above the storefront.  At the second level, 

the window openings are of varying widths, but are symmetrically arranged.  The windows have been replaced 

with either fixed or casement windows and have transoms above. 

 

History:   

The two‐story commercial building was constructed between 1907 and 1913, according to Sanborn Fire Insurance 

Maps.  Those maps indicate that the second story was used as a lodge hall.  Occupants of the first story storefront 

included Dave’s store and Dr. Sherman’s office (upstairs) in the 1950s and J‐M Distributing (1960s).  

 

References: 

Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity: Good.  Store front has altered, although it serves its historic function and includes display windows. The 

upper story appears to have replacement windows within the historic openings. 
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South elevation at Main Street 

 

 
North elevation at alley 
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Historic photo of from the 1930s  

 
Historic photo from 1950s? 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Rock County Bank Building Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐074

Address:  116 E. Main    County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1599‐000
20‐1600‐000 

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837231 m N  725094 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Modern 

Date Const:  1960  Historic Context: None

Historic Use:  Bank  Present Use: Bank

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Potentially contributing, see 
below. 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 119 – Front 
126 ‐ Rear 

Setting:  Mid‐block, south side 
 

Description:   
This one story building with a flat roof occupies several lots in the middle of this block.  It is rectangular in plan and 
has distinctive features such as  random ashlar limestone walls, floor to ceiling storefront windows at the entry, 
and a horizontal canopy over the driveway.  The walls are capped with a short panel of standing seam metal that 
accentuates the buildings horizontal character and ties in with the storefront framing.  Side and rear walls are brick 
that is similar in tone to the limestone façade. 
 

History:   

This building was constructed in 1960 as the new home of the Rock County Bank. Upon its construction, the bank 
moved from its long‐time location on the northwest corner of Main and Cedar (see 129 E. Main). Their new 
building featured “the latest in modern bank design,” including a prominent drive‐in teller window and a large 
parking lot. The exterior features Kasota stone, brick glass, steel, aluminum and concrete block. The modern 
interior was highlighted by flame and green colored Vicrtex, a plastic wall covering, pink Formica counter tops, 
walnut trim, terrazzo floors, acoustical tile ceiling, and recessed florescent lighting.  The bank later became 
Northwestern Bank, and is now known as MinnWest Bank. 
 

References: 
Rock County Historical Society 

1960  Building History Files. Rock County Historical Society. Luverne, Minnesota. 
 

Integrity: Some minor alterations appear to have been made to the cornice, although much of the building is 

strongly intact. A rear wing may have been added at a later time. 

 

Recommendation: This property would be contributing to a potential Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic 

District with a period of significance extending to 1965.  
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North elevation at street 

 
South and west elevations at alley & drive‐through 
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Historic photo from 1950s, before construction of bank 

 
Historic photo from c. 1970 

 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐051

Address:  117 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1614‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837274 m N  725091 m E NAD 83 

 
Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  c. 1940  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/commerce  Present Use: Business/commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 43‐ front 
50‐rear 

 

Setting: Mid‐block, north side 

 

Description:  

This simple one story brick building has a rectangular plan and flat roof.  The brick is unadorned and the parapet is 

capped with clay tile.  Despite its small size, the building has two storefronts.  The storefront to the east has a 

recessed door and is flanked by windows.  The storefront to the east has a door at the building face with one 

adjacent window.  There is an awning above the storefronts. 

 

History:   

This diminutive, one‐story commercial building appears to have been remodeled between 1931 and 1940 by the 

application of the simple brick façade storefront.  Behind the façade may be the remnants of earlier frame 

buildings, placed side‐by‐side, perhaps dating from the late 1800s. The essence of what is visible on the building 

dates from the late 1930s or early 1940s. Through at least 1921, the main tenant of the north east storefront was a 

millinery; the west was often occupied by a tailor. By the 1930s and 1940s, perhaps the time it was remodeled, it 

became used as a coffee shop.  

 

References: 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago 

 

Integrity: Good. Few alterations are apparent. 
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South elevation at Main Street 

 

 
North elevation at alley 



RK‐LVC‐051   Minnesota Architecture‐History Inventory Form   Page 3 of 3 

 

 
Historic photo from the 1940s 

 

Historic photo of an unknown date 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Drug Store  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐052

Address:  121 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1615‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837274 m N  725100 m E NAD 83 

 
Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  c. 1925  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce    

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 44‐front 
49‐rear 

 

Setting: Mid‐block, north side. 

 

Description:   

This two story brick building has a rectangular plan and flat roof.  The brick is a dark red‐brown mix and is used for 

the walls and all the detailing.  The storefront windows are set on a brick base and have bronze frames, which are 

likely original.  The entrance door is recessed at the center and has been replaced with an aluminum framed door.  

The upper portion of the storefront has been covered with wood siding and has a projecting canopy. At the second 

level, there are two window bays, each with three ganged windows. There is a continuous stone window sill under 

each set of windows. The windows are 4/1 double hung that appear to be original.   There is a soldier course of 

brick at the window heads.   Above the windows is a panel of brick laid in a herringbone pattern bordered by a 

rowlock course.  The parapet is capped with another rowlock course of brick. 

 

History:   

This two‐story commercial block was constructed between 1921 and 1930, according to Sanborn Fire Insurance 

Maps. Through 1949, the building is labeled as a drug store, and historic photographs indicate that it was home to 

Rexall Drugs from the 1930s through at least the 1960s. 

 

References: 

Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity: Good. Portions of the storefront above the display windows have been covered, although the original 

appears to be intact. 

 

 



RK‐LVC‐052   Minnesota Architecture‐History Inventory Form  Page 2 of 3 

 

 
South elevation facing Main Street 

 

 
North elevation at alley 
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Historic photo from the 1930s 

 

 
Historic photo dated 1954 

 

 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Office Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐073

Address:  122‐130 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1596‐000
20‐1597‐000 
20‐1598‐000 

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837243 m N  725125 m E NAD 83 

 
Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  1996  Historic Context: None

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Not contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 118 – Front 
127 ‐ Rear 

 

Setting:  Southwest corner at intersection of Cedar and Main Streets. 

 

Description:  This simple one story brick building has a rectangular plan and flat roof.  It occupies three lots and is 

has three differentiated bays.  It does not have typical storefront display windows but has punctured openings in 

the brick walls.  The end bays each has an entry door flanked by three fixed windows with arched panels and a 

large elliptical arch in the brick above. The center bay has an entrance door and windows with flat tops.  

 

History:   

This one‐story, brick‐faced office building was constructed in 1996, replacing or significantly remodeling the three 

one‐ and two‐story buildings once located on this corner. Among those building replaced was the c. 1890 two‐

story commercial block, known as the Dug Out Plus at the time of its demolition and Orey’s Café before that. The 

three office spaces are currently occupied by State Farm Insurance, Beaver Creek Mutual Insurance, and Eisma & 

Eisma Attorneys at Law, the developer of the new building.  

 

References: 

Rock County Historical Society 

1996  Building History Files. Rock County Historical Society. Luverne, Minnesota. 

 

Integrity: The building remains intact from its 1996 construction period. 
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North elevation  

 
South elevation at alley 
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Photo dated 1935 

 
Photo dated 1935 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Graaf Building   Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐015

Address:  123 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1616‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837273 m N  725107 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Romanesque Revival 

Date Const:  1882  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 45‐front 
48‐rear 

Setting: Mid‐block, north side 

 

Description:   

This one story masonry building has rusticated quartzite masonry, is rectangular in plan, has a flat roof, and an 

elaborate stone pediment for such a small building. The center portion of the pediment is raised and has a shallow 

arch with dentils over a panel of smaller randomly laid stones. There are corbeled brackets at either side of the 

pediment and at the raised portion and each one is capped with a “pineapple” shaped finial.  The storefront is not 

original and the entry is offset to the west side.  A wooden sign board and canopy are located above the storefront 

and obscure a considerable portion of the façade. 

 

History:   

Constructed in 1882, this one‐story commercial building is distinguished by its local Jasper Quartz stone façade, 

used to great effect in the Romanesque Revival style. Architectural historians David Gebhard and Tom Martinson 

remarked that “the architect put in as much in the way of a cornice, entablature, and brackets as he could in a 

small store building” (1977:344).  Although a number of businesses have occupied the space, the store’s first 

proprietor was J. H. Graaf, who ran his men’s clothing store. Graaf, a native of Germany, was raised from the age 

of 12 in Davenport, Iowa.  After working as a tailor merchant there, he opened a store in Wilton Junction, and then 

in 1885 moved to Luverne to open a business in the new and thriving village.  In Luverne, he served on the city 

council, and was an advocate for electric lighting and cement sidewalks.  In his store, Graaf offered a wide variety 

of clothing, “from fine diagonal, clay worsteds, and other suits to the plain, everyday, substantial suits for laborers 

and mechanics’ use, and an endless variety of shirts of all kinds, hats, caps and underwear of all weights and sizes, 

hosiery, gloves, ties, etc.” (Headlight Publishing 1898:14). The building has found other, but similar uses in its long 

life, including Creeger Clothing (1930s), Kenny’s Market (1940s), Johnny Linn (1950s?), and Montgomery Wards 

(1960s).  
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References: 
Gebhard, David and Tom Martinson 

1977 A Guide to the Architecture of Minnesota. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 

Headlight Publishing Co. 
1898 Headlight: Devoted to the Interests of Railroad, Manufacturers, Professional and Business Men. Headlight 

Publishing Co., Chicago. 
 

Integrity: Good, except for added canopy and remodeled storefront. 
 
 

  
South elevation facing Main Street 
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North elevation at alley 

 
Historic photo, c. 1890 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  J. A. Harroun’s Store  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐053

Address:  125 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1617‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837274 m N  725114 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Classical Revival 

Date Const:  1882  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commercial  Present Use: Business/Commercial 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 46‐front 
47‐rear 

 
Setting: Part of larger corner building, but separate properties.  This one is mid‐block 
 

Description:   

This two story brick building is one storefront bay of a larger complex that occupies the northwest corner of Main 

and Cedar. It is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  The ground level storefront has a central recessed entrance 

flanked by cast iron columns and storefront windows.  A simple cornice separates the storefront from the upper 

level.  The storefront opening is bordered on the sides by brick pilasters that extend up to the top of the brick wall 

at the second level.  At the upper level, there are three equally spaced windows with arched tops and brick 

“hoods”.  The windows were originally 1/1 single or double hung with arched tops but at some point were 

replaced with shorter windows with a decorative panel separating it from a fixed half‐round transom window.  The 

building’s Italianate style is typified by the quoined masonry pilasters, hooded windows, and bracketed cornice. It 

is separated from the adjacent matching storefront to the east by a narrow entrance bay that accesses a stair to 

the second floor. 

 

History: 

This brick commercial building is the westernmost block of three buildings constructed in 1882 at the northwest 

corner of Main and Cedar. The entire block is often referred to as the “Rock County Bank Block,” named for the 

longtime anchor in the corner (east) building. This block was long the home of J. A. Harroun’s Store. Harroun was a 

native of Wisconsin and came to Luverne in 1876. By at least 1899, he was housed in this building and offered “the 

largest and most complete stocks of books, stationery, wall paper, sporting goods, musical goods, pianos and 

organs, glassware and queensware, sewing machines, etc., to be found between Minneapolis and Sioux Falls” 

(Rock County News 1899).  Harroun’s store was sold to B. E. Leas in September 1914, and later to Matt Schlader. In 

1974, it became Harold’s Jewelry (Rock County Historical Society 1977:283). 

By the 1930s, the pedimented parapet capping the entrance between 125 and 127 E. Main had been removed.  
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References: 

Rock County Historical Society 
1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 

Luverne, Minnesota. 

Rock County News 
1899 “Souvenir Edition.” Rock County News, Luverne, Minnesota.  

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 
Integrity: Good. Sympathetic storefront restoration has kept the integrity of design intact. 

 

 
South elevation facing Main Street 

 

 
Image of Harroun’s Book Store, 1899 
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Historic Photo, dated 1935 

 

 

 
Historical photograph dated 1953 

 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Block  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐054

Address:  127 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1626‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837274 m N  725123 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Italianate 

Date Const:  1882  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 47‐corner 
56‐front/rear 

Setting: Same as 125 E. Main St. Part of larger corner building, but separate properties.  This one is mid‐block 
 

Description:   

This two story brick building is one storefront bay of a larger complex that occupies the northwest corner of Main 

and Cedar. It is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  The ground level storefront has a central recessed entrance 

flanked by cast iron columns and storefront windows.  A simple cornice separates the storefront from the upper 

level.  The storefront opening is bordered on the sides by brick pilasters that extend up to the top of the brick wall 

at the second level.  At the upper level, there are three equally spaced windows with arched tops and brick 

“hoods”.  The windows were originally 1/1 single or double hung with arched tops but at some point were 

replaced with shorter windows with a decorative panel separating it from a fixed half‐round transom window.  The 

building’s Italianate style is typified by the quoined masonry pilasters, hooded windows, and bracketed cornice. It 

is separated from the adjacent matching storefront to the west by a narrow entrance bay that accesses a stair to 

the second floor. 

 
History:   

This brick commercial building is the center block of three buildings constructed in 1882 at the northwest corner of 

Main and Cedar. The entire block is often referred to as the “Rock County Bank Block,” named for the longtime 

anchor in the corner (east) building. This building has had a range of occupants. It currently houses the Vander 

Kooi Law offices. 

By the 1930s, the pedimented parapet capping the entrance between 125 and 127 E. Main had been removed.  

 
References: 

Rock County Historical Society 
1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 

Luverne, Minnesota. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
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Integrity:  Good. Sympathetic storefront restoration has helped to retain the integrity of design. 

 

 
South elevation facing Main Street 

 

 
Image of Harroun’s Book Store, 1899 
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Historic photograph, c. 1900 

 
Historic Photo, dated 1935 

 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Rock County Bank Building Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐019

Address:  129 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1628‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837274 m N  725130 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Italianate, Art Deco 

Date Const:  1882  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce  

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 46‐front 
47‐corner 

 
Setting: Corner‐northwest at intersection of Cedar and Main 
 

Description:   
This two story brick building is the corner storefront of the complex that occupies the northwest corner of Main 

and Cedar. It is rectangular in plan and occupies one bay at Main Street and four bays along Cedar Street.  The 

corner is angled at the second floor and was at the first floor, as well, until a major remodeling occurred in 1935.  

The storefront was completely remodeled in the Art Deco style and the corner was squared off.  The walls are brick 

with reduced window openings that are trimmed in limestone.  The entrance at the corner has a stepped 

limestone pediment.  There are additional entrances, presumably to access the second floor, at the opposite side 

of the Main Street façade and along the Cedar façade.   At the upper level, the Main Street bay has three windows 

with arched tops and brick “hoods”.  The windows were originally 1/1 single or double hung with arched tops but 

at some point were replaced with shorter windows with a decorative panel separating it from a fixed half‐round 

transom window. The same types of windows are located along the Cedar Street side, as well. At the second bay, 

two of the window openings have been modified to accommodate doors that lead to an iron balcony that projects 

out over the sidewalk.   The bays are separated by quoined pilasters and the building’s walls are capped with the 

same bracketed cornice as the adjacent storefronts.    

 

History:   

This brick commercial building is the easternmost block of three buildings constructed in 1882 at the northwest 

corner of Main and Cedar. The entire block is often referred to as the “Rock County Bank Block,” named for the 

longtime anchor in this building. By c.1900, the second story also housed a doctor’s office and the Modern 

Woodmen of America lodge.  

The Rock County Bank was established in 1882 by a group of local businessmen and investors. The bank specialized 

in connecting local farmers with loans financed by Eastern capital.  Originally headed by William Jacobson, the 

locally prominent Hinkly family became closely linked with this institution. B. H. Hinkly became its president, and 

upon his death in 1895, his wife, E. C. Hinkly assumed that position.  
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In 1935 the corner storefront, which once had a clipped corner entry, was “modernized” with new brick facing in a 

modestly Art Deco style. The progress being made on the storefront can be seen in a photograph dated 1935. The 

bank moved to its new modern home across the street at 116 E. Main in 1960. It continues to operate as 

MinnWest Bank. 

 

References: 

Headlight Publishing Co. 
1898 Headlight: Devoted to the Interests of Railroad, Manufacturers, Professional and Business Men. Headlight 

Publishing Co., Chicago. 

Rock County News 
1899 “Souvenir Edition.” Rock County News, Luverne, Minnesota.  

Rock County Historical Society 
1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 

Luverne, Minnesota. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 
Integrity: Very good. The first level façade has was significantly altered in 1935 by the application of brick facing 

and a new entrance. This “modernization” falls within the period of significance and illustrates an important 

development in the building’s history.  This alteration would be considered as a component that has taken on 

significance of its own. 

 

 
South elevation facing Main Street 

 



RK‐LVC‐019  Minnesota Architecture‐History Inventory Form  Page 3 of 3 

 
Historic photograph, c. 1900 

 

 
Historic Photo, dated 1935 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Wilson Building/Security Bank Building Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐012

Address:  202 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1132‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837244 m N  725162 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  1878  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Vacant

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 105 – Front,  
106 ‐ Rear 

 

Setting:  SE Corner of Cedar and Main St. 
 

Description:   
This two‐story brick building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  The building has a ground floor storefront 
with a central entrance flanked by curved glass display windows.  There is another storefront at the rear of the 
building facing Cedar.  There are three second story windows at the Main Street façade and several more windows 
along the Cedar Street elevation at both the first and second floors.  Historic images show that the building 
originally had arched window openings, multi‐paned windows, and a decorative cornice.  The building has been 
significantly modified, probably in the 1930s or 40s based on the elements of Streamline Moderne style that are 
present such as, the curved glass storefront framed in aluminum, the aluminum canopy, the enameled metal 
panels above the canopy, the glass block infill in some window openings, and the decorative brick panels above the 
second floor windows.  To accommodate this latter element, the window openings were reduced in height and 
arched tops were eliminated.  It is possible that all the brick was replaced in this remodeling as it appears to be a 
20th century brick with its textured surface and blend of colors.  Plus, it is used at all elevations, including the alley, 
which would have been unusual for 1878.  
 

History:   

Built as the Wilson’s Hardware c. 1880, by 1893 this building was associated with the Security Bank, which stayed 
in this location until at least 1949. Security Bank of Luverne was established in 1888 by local businessmen, 
including J. W. Gerber, whose large hardware store was located three doors to the east. In an 1899 write‐up of the 
bank, it was noted that “the building occupied is a creditable one and it is supplied with the most modern furniture 
and fixtures and a large vault and an all steel burglar and fire proof safe protected by a time lock” (Rock County 
News 1899).  

Another long‐term tenant was the Luverne Style Shop, which may have updated the exterior by removing the 
cornice, adding decorative brick panels, and replacing the storefront with stylish and sleek curved glass windows.  
 

References: 
Rock County Historical Society 

1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 
Luverne, Minnesota. 
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Rock County News 
1893 Rock County News Annual. Available in Rock County Historical Society files, Luverne, Minnesota. 

1899 “Souvenir Edition.” Rock County News, Luverne, Minnesota.  

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity:  Much of the current appearance of this property appears to date from the 1940s. It retains strong 
integrity from this period. 

 

North elevation at Main Street 

 

South elevation at alley 
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Image of Security Bank Block, 1893 

 
 

 

Historic photo from 1880s? 
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Historic photo from 1950s? 
 

 

Historic photo of 202 E. Main from 1930s? 
 
 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  First National Bank  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐016

Address:  203 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1133‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837276 m N  725164 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Beaux Arts 

Date Const:  1917  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 71‐72

 

Setting:  Corner of Main and Cedar‐NE 
 

Description:   
This two story brick, stone, and terra cotta building is on the northeast corner of Main and Cedar.  It is rectangular 

in plan and has a flat roof.   The base of the building is quoined limestone that engages the first story windows.  

The windows are also trimmed in limestone as are the building corners and the sills of the second floor windows.  

The walls are otherwise brick accented with decorative terra cotta.  The entrance is offset to the east side of the 

façade and is flanked by two “punched” window openings in the masonry.   There is a second entrance toward the 

rear of the Cedar façade and several more similar window openings.  The windows appear to be in their original 

configuration of a pair of windows framed in stone with a transom above, but the materials seem to have been 

replaced or covered over.  The transoms are covered with a spandrel panel and the stone seems to be clad in 

metal.   At the upper level, the Main Street bay has three windows and the Cedar elevation has eight.  The 

windows were of a similar configuration at this level and have also been modified, except that the transom is still 

glazed.  The windows at this level are highlighted by terra cotta detailing set within the field of brick. The parapet is 

also constructed of decorative terra cotta.    

 

History:   

This building was constructed in 1917 at the northeast corner of Cedar and Main to house the First National Bank, 

replacing the previous two‐story block at the same location. First National Bank was founded in 1877 by P. J. Kniss 

as the Bank of Luverne, the city’s first banking institution. It merged into the First National Bank of Luverne in 

1886.  In 1965, the firm built its new building one block to the east at 303 E. Main Street. The city offices were 

moved into this building in 1968. It is now the offices of Cragoe Realty.  

 

References: 

Headlight Publishing Co. 
1898 Headlight: Devoted to the Interests of Railroad, Manufacturers, Professional and Business Men. Headlight 

Publishing Co., Chicago. 
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Rock County Historical Society 
1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 

Luverne, Minnesota. 
 

Integrity:  Few exterior alterations are apparent, and this building possess strong historic integrity. 

 
South elevation at Main Street and west elevation at side street 

 
West elevation at Cedar Street 



RK‐LVC‐016  Minnesota Architecture‐History Inventory Form  Page 3 of 3 

 
Previous bank building in historic photo, 1910s? 

 
Historic photo from 1935 



  LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐072

Address:  204 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1131‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837245 m N  725170 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Commercial 

Date Const:  1878  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce    Present Use: Business/Commerce   

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Non‐contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 104, 107 

 

Setting:  

Second building in from corner of Main and Cedar. 

 

Description:   

This two‐story building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  The building has a ground floor storefront with a 

central entrance flanked by display windows.  The windows have artificial muntins in a Prairie Style motif. The door 

to the second level stair access is located at the west side of the storefront and has a window above it.  At the 

second level, the walls have been covered with a horizontal lap siding – possibly a cement board or vinyl product.  

There are also four equally spaced double hung windows.   They are not original and have the same muntins in the 

Prairie Style motif.  The building has been significantly modified from its original Italianate appearance.   

 

History:   

This two‐story commercial block, constructed in 1878, along with its neighbors on either side (206 and 202 E. 

Main) were historically known as the Security Bank Corner, named for its anchor tenant on the southeast corner of 

Cedar and Main.  A likely tenant in this brick‐veneered building was the Bazaar of Brownell Brothers in 1893. In 

1939 is housed Hudson’s Harness & Leather Store (RCHS History Files, 1939), and in the 1950s, it was home to 

Leuthold Bauer. The storefront and second story façade were altered at an unknown date, although the vinyl 

siding suggests it was done fairly recently. 

 

References: 

Rock County News 

1893 Rock County News Annual. Available in Rock County Historical Society files, Luverne, Minnesota. 

Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity:  All of facade is changed or covered, significantly compromising its historic integrity. 
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North elevation at Main Street 

 

South elevation at alley 
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Image of Security Bank Block, 1893 
 

 

 

Historic photo from 1880s? 
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Historic photo from 1950s? 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  The Jasper Block  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐055

Address:  205 E. Main  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1133‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837276 m N  725174 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Italianate  

Date Const:  1885  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Potentially Contributing

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 77‐close up, 73‐front, 0512‐front,
83‐rear 

 

Setting:  Mid‐block, north side 
 

Description:   
This two story masonry building has a rectangular plan and flat roof, although it is actually connected to two 
adjacent properties – one is the property at 112 North Cedar, which actually makes it “L” shaped.  The other is the 
property to the east at 207.  From the exterior, 205 and 207 are nearly indistinguishable as separate properties, 
other than the two storefronts at the ground level.  These storefronts have been significantly modified, although 
two original cast iron columns exist at 205.  The door accessing the second floor also remains at its original location 
between the two addresses.  The 205 storefront has been recessed behind the columns and consists of an offset 
entry (to the east) and large plate glass windows set on a low brick base.  Above the storefront there is a projecting 
roof canopy that runs the length of the building and continues at adjacent buildings to the east for the rest of the 
block.  The canopy is trimmed with wood and covered with wood shakes.  The upper portion of the storefront was 
covered with wood siding that has now been removed.  Immediately above the roof canopy there are several 
courses of plain brick.  According to historic photos, this area had what appears to be a sheet metal cornice above 
the transom windows up to the second level window sills.  The second level window sill of pinkish beige limestone 
is still present and runs the length of the building.  Above this the walls are rusticated quartzite punctuated by tall 
narrow window openings.  The windows are 1/1 double hung and appear to be original.  Above the windows is a 
thicker band of continuous limestone and above this are arched decorative metal panels, also framed in limestone.  
The panels have a garland motif with a rosette above.  Above this there is a course of quartzite, another band of 
limestone, and one last course of quartzite before the masonry reverts to brick.  The building originally had a highly 
decorative metal cornice that covered this area of brick.  The cornice was bracketed and had a large gable over the 
center pair of windows at each of the two buildings (205 & 207).  The 205 building is slightly different than the 207 
building in that it has two additional window bays at the west side, which were added when the adjacent bank 
building at 203 was torn down and reconstructed in 1917. 
 

History:   
Constructed in 1885, this commercial block appears to be the western portion of a building known as the Jasper 
Block (see 207 E. Main).  The original building, faced Jasper Quartz stone, was covered with a wood false front at 
the time of this survey, but has since been removed. In 1899 the building was owned by C. C. Drew. A variety of 
businesses occupied the first story, including Hawes & Houg in 1893, and the second story was used as a lodge hall.  
After the construction of the new First National Bank to the west in 1917, it appears that the west portion of the 



RK‐LVC‐055  Minnesota Architecture‐History Inventory Form  Page 2 of 6 

building was expanded with two additional bays. By the 1960s, at least, the space was occupied by Smith’s 
Furniture, which had relocated from the adjacent property to the east.  

In 1965, this property, along with its neighbors to the east at 207 and 211 E. Main underwent a “face lift.” The 
three stores – Smith’s, Merrill’s shoes (207 E. Main) and Creeger’s clothing (211 E. Main) remodeled the façade 
under a unified redwood board face and illuminated sidewalk canopy “to make an exciting shopping vista for 
Luverne’s Main Street shoppers.” The new fronts represented “the very latest in store design” and was “the 
biggest, single improvement to Luverne’s Main street merchandising picture in many a year.”  The transformation 
was viewed as a response the “defeatists who think that the small cities of America have no future” (Rock County 
Star Herald 10 June 1965). Together, the group of stores marketed themselves as “The Big Three under the 
Marquee.” The face lift to this property was not limited to the curtain wall, but also included new display windows 
and interior remodeling.  This building is now occupied by Power Fitness. 
 

References: 
Rock County News 

1899 “Souvenir Edition.” Rock County News, Luverne, Minnesota.  

Rock County Star Herald 
1965 “Remodeling Gives Three Local Stores a ‘New Look.’” 10 June 1965. 

 
Integrity: Fair ‐ This property has been altered by the application of a modern canopy, changes to the storefront, 
and removal of the decorative metal cornice.  
 

Recommendation:  This property would be contributing to a potential Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic 
District. 

 
South elevation at Main Street after removal of wood façade – June 2013 
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South elevation at Main Street at the time of survey 

 

 
Close up of store front at south elevation 
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North elevation at alley 

 
Previous bank building at left in historic photo, c. 1900? 
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Previous bank building at left in historic photo, c. 1900? 

 

 
Historic photo from 1935 showing added bay at west 
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Historic photo from the 1950s, before the façade alteration of 1965 

 

 
Opening of the remodeled stores in 1965 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐071

Address:  206 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1130‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837244 m N  725177 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Commercial 

Date Const:  1878  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building 
 

Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Non‐contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 103, 107 

 
Setting: Mid‐block, south side. 
 

Description:   
This two‐story building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  The building has a ground floor storefront with a 

recessed offset entrance.  The entry is flanked by an angled display window on one side and a squared off display 

window on the other.  There is a metal clad projecting canopy over the storefront.  At the second level, the walls 

have been covered with vertical board and batten wood siding.  There are also three equally spaced 1/1 double 

hung windows with a continuous trim ledge across the top.  The building has been significantly modified from its 

original Italianate appearance.   

 

History:   

This two‐story commercial block, constructed in 1878, along with its neighbors to the west (204 and 202 E. Main) 
were historically known as the Security Bank Corner, named for its anchor tenant on the southeast corner of Cedar 
and Main.  This brick veneered block was likely home to Krook & Krandall furniture dealers in 1893, and many 
other businesses subsequent, including the Renfro Variety store in the 1950s.  The storefront and second story 
façade were altered at an unknown date. 
 

References: 
Rock County News 

1893 Rock County News Annual. Available in Rock County Historical Society files, Luverne, Minnesota. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 

Integrity: This building has store front alterations and covering on the upper story, significantly compromising its 

historic integrity. 

 

Recommendation:  This property would be non‐contributing to a Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic District 

due to compromised historic integrity. 
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North elevation at Main Street 

 
South elevation at alley 
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Image of Security Bank Block, 1893 

 
 

 

Historic photo from 1880s? 
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Historic photo from 1950s? 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  The Jasper Block  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐056

Address:  207  E. Main  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1134‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837274 m N  725184 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Commercial 

Date Const:  1885  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Potentially Contributing

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 78‐close ups, 73‐front, 0512‐front,
82 rear 

 

Setting:  Mid‐block, north side 
 

Description:   
This two story masonry building has a rectangular plan and flat roof.  It is connected to the adjacent properties to 
the west at 205 East Main.  From the exterior, 205 and 207 are nearly indistinguishable as separate properties, 
other than the two storefronts at the ground level.  These storefronts have been significantly modified, although 
two original cast iron columns exist at 205.  The door accessing the second floor also remains at its original location 
between the two addresses.  The 207 storefront has a centered entry that is recessed.  It is flanked by storefront 
windows that are framed by brick piers and are set on a low brick base.  Above the storefront there is a projecting 
roof canopy that runs the length of the building and continues at adjacent buildings to the east for the rest of the 
block.  The canopy is trimmed with wood and covered with wood shakes.  The upper portion of the storefront was 
covered with wood siding that has now been removed.  Immediately above the roof canopy there are several 
courses of rubble stone masonry.  According to historic photos, this area had what appears to be a sheet metal 
cornice above the transom windows up to the second level window sills.  The second level window sill of pinkish 
beige limestone is still present and runs the length of the building.  Above this the walls are rusticated quartzite 
punctuated by tall narrow window openings.  The windows are 1/1 double hung and appear to be original.  Above 
the windows is a thicker band of continuous limestone and above this are arched decorative metal panels, also 
framed in limestone.  The panels have a garland motif with a rosette above.  Above this there is a course of 
quartzite, another band of limestone, and one last course of quartzite before the masonry reverts to brick.  The 
building originally had a highly decorative metal cornice that covered this area of brick.  The cornice was bracketed 
and had a large gable over the center pair of windows at each of the two buildings (205 & 207).   
 

History:   
Constructed in 1885, this commercial block appears to be the eastern portion of a building known as the Jasper 
Block (see 205 E. Main), and is believed to be the first red quartzite building in the county.  The original building 
was covered with a wood false front at the time of this survey, but has since been removed. In 1899 the building 
was owned by C. C. Drew, founder of Smith’s Furniture. Through much of its existence, this building was home to I. 
I. Smith’s Furniture and Undertaker. Smith’s was established around 1879 by C. C. Drew, a Wisconsin lumberman 
who sought to establish a business in the early days of Luverne. Arriving on the first train to reach Luverne with his 
daughter, Inez, Drew quickly founded a furniture store. The store was taken over by Drew’s daughter and her 
husband, Frank Smith. After the death of her husband, Inez I. Smith continued the operation of the business under 
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the name I. I. Smith. According to an 1899 review, Mrs. Smith “is a thorough business lady and her stock of goods 
would be a credit to a city many times the size of Luverne” (Rock County News 1899). The store continued in 
operation as “Smith’s” (the undertaking business was later dropped) by I. I. Smith’s sons, and then granddaughter 
and husband, Larry and Neva Brinkman. Sometime in the 1950s or early 1960s, Smith’s moved to the adjacent 
building to the west at 205 E. Main. This building became Merrill’s Shoes, a longtime Luverne shop, when it 
relocated from another site on Main Street in 1965.   

In 1965, this property, along with its neighbors to the west at 205 and to the east at 211 E. Main underwent a “face 
lift.” The three stores – Smith’s (205 E. Main), Merrill’s shoes (207 E. Main) and Creeger’s (211 E. Main) remodeled 
the façade under a unified redwood board face and illuminated sidewalk canopy “to make an exciting shopping 
vista for Luverne’s Main Street shoppers.” The new fronts represented “the very latest in store design” and was 
“the biggest, single improvement to Luverne’s Main street merchandising picture in many a year.”  The 
transformation was viewed as a response the “defeatists who think that the small cities of America have no future” 
(Rock County Star Herald 10 June 1965). Together, the group of stores marketed themselves as “The Big Three 
under the Marquee.” The face lift to this property was not limited to the curtain wall, but also included new display 
windows and interior remodeling.  
 

References: 
Rock County News 

1899 “Souvenir Edition.” Rock County News, Luverne, Minnesota.  

Rock County Star Herald 
1965 “Remodeling Gives Three Local Stores a ‘New Look.’” 10 June 1965. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 

Integrity: Fair ‐ This property has been altered by the application of a modern canopy, changes to the storefront, 
and removal of the decorative metal cornice.  
 

Recommendation:  This property would be contributing to a potential Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic 
District. 

 
South elevation at Main Street after removal of wood façade – June 2013 
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South elevation at Main Street 

 

 
Close up of store front at south elevation 
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North elevation at alley 

 
Previous bank building in historic photo, 1910s? 
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Historic photo from 1935 

 
Historic photo from the 1950s, before the façade alteration 

 
Opening of the remodeled stores in 1965 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Pix Theater  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐070

Address:  208 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1129‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837244 m N  725184 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Art Deco 

Date Const:  c. 1940  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Theater  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building 
 

Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Non‐Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 102, 109 

 
Setting:  Mid‐ block, south side. 
 

Description:   
This two‐story brick building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  The building has a ground floor storefront 

with a recessed centered entrance.  The entry is flanked by display windows on both sides.  A door accessing the 

second level stairway is located at the west side of the façade.  The upper portion of the storefront has been 

infilled with vinyl siding and hexagonal windows.  The storefront is not original as this former theater building had 

a centered ticket booth with pairs of doors to either side.  There is a projecting canopy over the storefront that 

looks like it may be part of the original Pix marquee, although it has been clad in wood shakes.  Above the canopy, 

an historic photo shows two pairs of small 1/1 double hung windows; however, these were not visible from street 

level because of the canopy.  At the second level, brick pilasters of alternating buff colored and red brick border 

four window openings. The window openings have been partially infilled with vinyl siding and have casement 

windows of varying heights.  These windows are replacements, as the originals were steel casements with multiple 

lights and transoms.  There is  a recessed panel of brick above each window opening and the pilasters extend just 

above these in height.  At the parapet, there is a border of red brick framing alternating buff colored “sailor” bricks 

and red “soldier” bricks.   

 

History:   

The Pix was constructed as a movie theater between 1935 and 1949. It replaced the two‐story Gerber Hardware 
Store, possibly salvaging some walls, although the façade was significantly altered in the Streamline Moderne style. 
It no longer serves as a theater, and is used as an art gallery. 
 

Integrity: The storefront has been radically altered from its configuration as a theater, the marquee has been 

covered, and the second floor windows have been replaced and resized. 

 

Recommendation: This property would be non‐contributing to a Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic District 

due to compromised historic integrity. 
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North elevation at Main Street 

 
South and east elevations at alley 
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Façade of Gerber hardware store, c. 1880s?  Historic photo dated 1935 before the construction of 

the Pix Theater 
 
 

 
The Pix Theater, c. 1940, perhaps shortly after its opening 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Treat’s Drug Store  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐069

Address:  210 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1128‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837243 m N  725193 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Commercial 

Date Const:  1913  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Non‐contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 101, 110 

 
Setting:  Mid‐block, south side. 

 

Description:   

This two story building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  It originally had a brick façade above the 

storefront, but now the upper level is clad in vertical board & batten wood siding, similar to the adjacent building 

to the east.  The storefront configuration matches the original with a central recessed entrance flanked by 

storefronts, but has some replacement materials.  The door to the second level access stair is located at the east 

side of the façade.  The upper transom windows have been covered over with the wood siding.  The second level 

has four equally spaced double hung windows that have been considerably reduced in height from their original 

configuration.  They have a continuous horizontal ledge above them and then the wood siding continues up to the 

parapet, which has a shallow cap of unknown material.   

 

History:   

This building was constructed in 1913 by local druggist, J. E. Treat, who operated his drug store from this building. 

By 1976, the building was still used as a drug store known as Bot Drug (RCHS 1977:283). Although the original 

storefront configuration has been retained, the upper story façade and windows have been altered to be 

compatible with the neighboring buildings at 212 and 214 E. Main, probably in the 1970s or 1980s. 

 

References: 

Rock County Historical Society 
1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 

Luverne, Minnesota. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity:  This building appears to have its original storefront layout with newer materials, and the upper story 

façade has been covered.  
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Recommendation: This property would be non‐contributing to a Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic District 

due to compromised historic integrity. 

 
North elevation at Main Street 

 
South elevation at alley 
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Undated historic photograph of 210 E. Main, probably 1910s 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐057

Address:   211 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1135‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837274 m N  725196 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: No Style 

Date Const:  c. 1920  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commercial  Present Use: Business/Commercial 

Property 
Type: 

Building  
 

Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Potentially Contributing

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 74‐front 
81‐rear 

 

Setting: Mid‐block, north side. 
 

Description:   
This one story building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  It appears to consist of two storefronts that may 
possibly have beem separate buildings that have now been combined.    At either side of the facade there are brick 
piers.  There is also a brick pier separating the storefronts and brick is used below the storefront windows.  The 
storefront entries are both slightly recessed and offset to one side.  They are flanked by an angled storefront on 
one side.  The storefronts are framed in aluminum.  There is a projecting roof canopy along the length of the store, 
which continues at adjacent buildings for most of the block.  The canopy is trimmed with wood and covered with 
wood shakes.  The upper portion of the storefront has been covered with wood siding  
 

History:   
The age of this one‐story commercial building is difficult to determine. Based on Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, it 
appears likely to date from the 1920s, although it may have earlier origins. Major alterations were undertaken in 
1965. Uses for the building (or its antecedent) have included a jeweler and drug store (1894, 1900), jeweler (1907, 
1913) and plumbing supplies (1921). In 1936, Creeger’s dry goods and clothing store moved to this location, where 
they expanded the building. 

In 1965, this property, along with its neighbors to the west at 205 and 207 E. Main underwent a “face lift.” The 
three stores – Smith’s (205 E. Main), Merrill’s shoes (207 E. Main) and Creeger’s (211 E. Main) remodeled the 
façade under a unified redwood board face and illuminated sidewalk canopy “to make an exciting shopping vista 
for Luverne’s Main Street shoppers.” The new fronts represented “the very latest in store design” and was “the 
biggest, single improvement to Luverne’s Main street merchandising picture in many a year.”  The transformation 
was viewed as a response the “defeatists who think that the small cities of America have no future” (Rock County 
Star Herald 10 June 1965). Together, the group of stores marketed themselves as “The Big Three under the 
Marquee.” The face lift to this property was not limited to the curtain wall, but also included new display windows 
and interior remodeling.  It is currently occupied by Sanford Health and New Life Church. 
 

References: 
Rock County News 

1899 “Souvenir Edition.” Rock County News, Luverne, Minnesota.  
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Rock County Star Herald 
1965 “Remodeling Gives Three Local Stores a ‘New Look.’” 10 June 1965. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity:  The building has a replaced store front and covered upper area with wood, significantly diminishing its 
historic integrity.   
 

Recommendation:  This property would be contributing to a potential Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic 
District with a period of significance extending to 1965.  

 
South elevation at Main Street 

 
North elevation at alley 
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Historic photo from 1935 

 

 
Historic photo c.1940s? of east half of property 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐068

Address:  212 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1127‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837244 m N  725201 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  c. 1915  Historic Context: Railroad and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building 
 

Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Non‐contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 100, 111 

 
Setting:  Mid‐block, south side. 
 
Description:   

This two story building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  It has similar materials to the adjacent buildings 

on either side as they are all part of Main Street Financial Services.  It appears to have had a brick façade above the 

storefront in historic photos, but now the upper level is clad in vertical board & batten wood siding.  The storefront 

has been replaced with brick and the entrance has been relocated from the center to the east side of the 

storefront.   There are three punched window openings at the ground level that have fixed windows with artificial 

muntins to simulate divided lights.  The second level has two pairs of double hung windows that have been 

considerably reduced in height from their original configuration.  They have a continuous horizontal ledge above 

them and then the wood siding continues up to the parapet, which has a shallow cap of unknown material.   

 

History:   

This building was constructed between 1913 and 1921, when a smaller one‐story structured was replaced by this 

two‐story commercial block, according to Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. By the early 1960s, it was used as a 

furniture store. It is not known when the significant alterations on the storefront and upper façade were 

completed, but based on materials and style, it appears likely to date from the 1970s or 1980s.   

 

References: 

Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity:  This building has been significantly altered with a modern storefront with brick facing and by the upper 

façade covering.  

 

Recommendation: This property would be non‐contributing to a Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic District 

due to compromised historic integrity. 
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North elevation at Main Street 

 
South elevation at alley 
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Historic Photo dated 1935 

 

 
Historic photograph from 1960s? 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Main Street Financial Services Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐018

Address:  214 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1126‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837243 m N  725209 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Commercial  

Date Const:  1883  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commercial  Present Use: Business/Commercial 

Property 
Type: 

Building 
 

Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Non‐contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 99, 112

 
Setting:  Mid‐block, south side. 
 

Description:   

This two story building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof behind a decorative metal cornice. The ground 

level is brick is and the upper level is clad in vertical board & batten wood siding.  Neither material is original.  The 

storefront has been replaced with brick and the entrance has been eliminated as the building is apparently 

connected to the adjacent building to the west.  There are three punched window openings that have fixed 

windows with artificial muntins to simulate divided lights.  The door to the second level access stair is still present 

at the east side of the façade.  The second level has three windows that are equally spaced.  They may be 

replacement windows. 

 

History:   

This two‐story, brick‐veneered building has a construction date of 1883 on the prominent historic cornice. Based 

on its style and the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, this date appears appropriate. For much of its existence, the 

building served as a meat market. As recent as the 1960s, it was known as Don’s Café. It is currently part of the 

Main Street Financial complex. It is not known when the significant alterations on the storefront and upper façade 

were completed, but based on materials and style, it appears likely to date from the 1970s or 1980s.  

 

References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 

Integrity: The cornice is nearly all that remains of the historical character of this building. The storefront has been 

radically altered with brick facing and windows, and the upper floor façade has been covered.  

 

Recommendation:  This property would be non‐contributing to a Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic District 

due to compromised historic integrity. 



RK‐LVC‐018  Minnesota Architecture‐History Inventory Form  Page 2 of 3 

 
North elevation at Main Street 

 
South elevation at alley 
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Historic photograph from 1960s? 

 

Historic photograph from 1935 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐058

Address:  217 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1136‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837276 m N  725213 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  c. 1915  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building 
 

Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Non‐contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 84‐ store front 
75‐front 
80‐rear 

 
Setting:  Mid‐block, north side. 
 
Description:   
This one story building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  It consists of two storefronts that have now been 
combined as one store.  At either side of the facade there are brick piers on stone bases – the only visible element 
from the original storefronts.  Brick is also used below the storefront windows and the piers flanking the entrance.  
The storefronts are framed in aluminum and the entry is slightly recessed.  There is a projecting roof canopy along 
the length of the store, which continues at adjacent buildings for most of the block.  At the center the canopy for 
this address has a small gable to mark the entrance.  The canopy is trimmed with wood and covered with wood 
shakes.  The upper portion of the storefront has been covered with wood siding  
 
History:   

This one‐story commercial building has been significantly altered within the past 50 years. Based on Sanborn Fire 

Insurance Maps and historical photographs, the original buildings, which may be partially present under the 

current façade, may date to the 1910s. The two storefronts (now combined as one), have served as a Ben Franklin 

store (on the west) and hardware store (on the east). It is now Loopy’s variety store. 

 
References: 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity:  This building’s integrity has been compromised by major renovations which have radically changed the 

storefront and covered all other historic material. 

 

Recommendation:  This property would be non‐contributing to a Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic District 

due to compromised historic integrity. 

 



RK‐LVC‐058  Minnesota Architecture‐History Inventory Form  Page 2 of 4 

 
South elevation at Main Street 

 
South elevation at Main Street with stone bases from original storefronts 
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North elevation at alley 

 

 
Historic photo of unknown date 
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Historic photo from the 1950s 

 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐067

Address:  218 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1125‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837243 m N  725216 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Commercial 

Date Const:  c. 1880  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building 
 

Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Non‐contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 98, 113

 
Setting: Mid‐block, south side. 
 

Description:   

This two story brick building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof. It is covered in wood siding – probably a 

panel product – with vertical grooves.  A door to the second floor access stair is located at the east side of the 

building and the storefront is centered on the remainder of the façade.  The storefront area is covered in slate 

tiles, except for the two display windows that flank either side of the recessed entrance.  The upper floor has two 

pairs of double hung windows of differing sizes and asymmetrically placed.  

 

History:   

This two‐story wood‐framed building likely dates from c. 1880, and for much of its existence was used for a barber 

shop.  The wood cornice has been removed, and the current façade materials appear to date from the 1990s or 

2000s.  It is currently a store call Herb ‘n’ Legend. 

 

References: 

Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for 

Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map 

Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity:  The integrity of this building has been 

significantly compromised by the altered storefront 

and covering and/or removal of all historic materials. 

 

Recommendation: This property would be non‐

contributing to a Downtown Luverne Commercial 

Historic District due to compromised historic 

integrity. 

 Photograph dated 1935 
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North elevation at Main Street 

 
South elevation at alley 

 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Ben Franklin  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐059

Address:  219 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1137‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837278 m N  725234 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Modern Commercial 

Date Const:  1974  Historic Context: None

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Non‐contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 85‐store front 
76‐front 
79‐rear 

 
Setting:  Northwest corner of McKenzie and E. Main St. 
 
Description:   
This one story brick and stucco building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  At either side of the facade there 

are wide sections of brick wall.  The recessed entrance is at the center and it is flanked by storefront windows on 

either side. Stone is used below the storefront windows and the piers flanking the entrance are brick.  The 

storefronts are framed in aluminum.  There is a projecting roof canopy along the length of the store, which wraps 

the east corner of the building and continues at the adjacent building and for most of the block to the west.  The 

canopy is trimmed with wood and covered with wood shakes.  The upper portion of the storefront has been 

covered with wood siding.  The walls facing McKenzie street and the alley are covered with stucco. 

 

History:   

This property is the former site of a prominent department store, Nelson’s, which occupied the site from 1892 

until it was demolished or partially demolished in 1974. The current building was built or remodeled from the 

remnants of the old building in 1974 for a Ben Franklin (RCHS Buildings Files 1974). It is now Loopy’s Dollar Store.  

 

References: 

Rock County Historical Society 

1974  Building Files. Rock County Historical Society, Luverne, Minnesota. 

 

Integrity:  This building retains much of its integrity from the 1974 construction. 

 

Recommendation:  This property would be non‐contributing to a Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic District 

due to its age. 
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South elevation at Main Street 

 
South elevation at Main Street and east elevation at side street 
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East elevation at side street and north elevation at alley 

 
Historic photo of Nelson’s Department Store on site of current building, ca. 1940 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Post Office  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐066

Address:  220 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1124‐000
20‐1119‐100 

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837244 m N  725224 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Moderne 

Date Const:  c.  1940  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building 
 

Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 97, 114

 

Setting: Mid‐block, south side. 

 

Description:   

This two story brick building has a rectangular plan and flat roof.  The brick is a red‐orange mix and is used for the 

walls and detailing, except for a stone parapet cap.  The storefront is centered and the windows are set on a brick 

base.  The entrance door is offset to the west side while the door to the second level stair is located at the east 

side.  Both doors are recessed.  The upper portion of the storefront has been covered with a sign board. At the 

second level, there are two window bays, each with three ganged steel casement windows with transoms.  The 

windows have divided lights – each window has eight lights (two across by four high) and the transoms each have 

one row of two (across). These windows are likely original.  There is a continuous rowlock course window sill under 

each set of windows and a soldier course header.      Above and below each window opening is a panel of recessed 

brick that matches the width of the opening.  Vertical strips of brick are also recessed at either side of each 

window.  This detailing gives the façade a strong vertical emphasis.   The parapet is capped with stone and metal 

flashing.  

 

History:   

This two‐story brick commercial building first appears on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map between 1930 and 1949 

and is identified as a post office. A photograph dated 1935 shows the site before it was built, placing its 

construction date to around 1940. It now houses and AT&T store. 

 

Integrity: Although some changes have been made to the storefront and a rear addition was added, this building 

survives largely intact with good integrity. 
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North elevation at Main Street 

 
South elevation at alley 
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Historic photo dated 1935 showing gap where 229 E. Main was later constructed 

 
Historic photograph from late 1930s? 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐065

Address:  222 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1123‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837240 m N  725233 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Commercial 

Date Const:  c. 1880 
 

Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commercial  Present Use: Business/Commercial 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Potentially Contributing

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 96, 115

 
Setting:  Mid‐block, south side. 
 
Description:   
This two story brick building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof. The entrance is recessed and offset to the 
west side.  The storefront is angled from east to west to create the recess.  An entrance door to the second floor 
stair is located at the east side of the storefront.   The upper portion of the storefront has been covered with a 
canopy.  The second level has three equally spaced window openings with arched tops.  The windows are 1/1 
double hung and the arch top is infilled with a solid panel.  
 

History:   

This two‐story commercial building is illustrated as a brick‐veneered building on Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps from 
1894 through 1949. A rear brick addition was added between 1921 and 1930. Historical photographs from as late 
as the 1930s, show that a cornice with a rounded parapet was once on the building, and that it was used as Ben’s 
Bakery and Café. By 1954, the cornice was removed and it had received a new brick façade that is present today. 
 
References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 

Integrity:  This building was significantly altered from its original design when the brick face was applied, at an 

unknown date between 1930s and 1954. Although its integrity may not be sufficient to associate it with a pre‐

1950s historic district, the 1950s make‐over could make it contributing to a district with a later period of 

significance. 

 

Recommendation:  This property would be contributing to a potential Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic 

District with a period of significance extending to 1965 and could also be contributing for an earlier period of 

significance if the date of the façade alterations could be confirmed to have occurred within that period. 
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North elevation at Main Street 

 
South elevation at alley 
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Historic photo dated 1935 showing building with original cornice 

 
Historic photo dated 1954 showing the modified façade 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Engebretsen Block  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐064

Address:  224 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1122‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837240 m N  725240 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  1955  Historic Context: None

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building 
 

Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Potentially Contributing, see 
below. 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 95, 116

 

Setting:  SW Corner of McKenzie and Main St. 
 

Description:   
This two story brick building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof. The Main Street entrance is recessed and 
offset to the west, along with a door to the second floor stair.  To the east of the entrance is a large picture 
window.  Along the McKenzie Street side, there are several more of these windows, along with additional entrance 
doors.  Window openings are “punched” rather than consisting of an entire storefront bay of differing materials.  
The second level has similar window openings, although they have been partially infilled with metal panels and 
smaller windows.  
 

History:   

According to a date stone located near the 
northeast corner of this building, this two‐
story commercial block was erected in 1955 
with the name “Engebretson.”  The previous 
frame building, which was demolished, had 
been a restaurant and bakery. 
 

Integrity: This building remains largely intact. 

Alterations include replaced and resized 

windows and a covering on the rear 

elevation. 

 

Recommendation: This property would be 

contributing to a potential Downtown 

Luverne Commercial Historic District with a 

period of significance extending to 1955 or 

beyond.   

 

Historic photo dated 1954 apparently showing the demolition of 

the previous building. 
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North elevation at Main Street 

 
South elevation at alley and east elevation at side street 

 
 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:   First National Bank of Luverne Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐060

Address:  303 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1139‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837286 m N  725282 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Modern/Wrightian 

Date Const:  1965  Historic Context: None

Historic Use:  Bank  Present Use: Bank

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Potentially contributing

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 86‐88
 

 
Setting:  Corner –NE of Main and McKenzie 
 
Description:   
This unusual one story round building has a domed roof, brick walls, stucco overhangs, and large picture windows.  
See additional description in History section below.   
 
History:   
The grand opening for the First National Bank of Luverne, “the round bank,” was held in July of 1965.  The unique 
design features a round structure constructed of brick and redwood with a shallow, 74‐foot diameter concrete 
dome. Other circular forms were used for the entrance and drive‐through canopy.  Upon opening, it was touted as 
“the last word in banking service,” with entrances to the 19‐car parking lot off both Main and McKenzie, drive‐up 
teller services, and after‐hour depositories for “’round the clock” banking (“Open House July 16 and 17,” Rock 
County Star Herald, 15 July 1965).  The design is suggestive of Frank Lloyd Wright’s use of circular forms, wide 
overhangs, planters, screened entrances, and concrete during this period.  It was built by First National Bank which 
eventually became First Bank and then U.S. Bank before it was sold to the Short Family in the mid‐1980s, and 
became First Farmers & Merchants National Bank of Luverne (Benjamin Vander Kooi, personal communication, 22 
February 2013).  The First National Bank was previously located on the northeast corner of the “bank corner” of 
Main and Cedar (203 E. Main). Their old quarters were converted into city hall offices. 
 
References: 
Rock County Star Herald 

1965  “Open House July 16 and 17.” 15 July 1965. Luverne, Minnesota. 
 

1965 “First National Bank to Open in New Location on Monday,” 15 July 1965. Luverne, Minnesota. 
 
Integrity:  This bank appears largely unaltered since its construction in 1965.  
 

Recommendation:  This property would be contributing to a potential Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic 

District with a period of significance extending to or past 1965.  
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East and north elevations at alley 

 
Rendering of First National Bank, 1965 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Herman Motor Co.  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐063

Address:  312 E. Main  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1107‐000
20‐1112‐000 

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837236 m N  725338 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Moderne 

Date Const:  c. 1940  Historic Context: None

Historic Use:  Automotive sales/repairs  Present Use: Automotive sales/repairs

Property 
Type: 

Building & parking lot  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Potentially contributing

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 93, 94

 
Setting:  SW corner of Spring and Main 

 

Description:   

This one story masonry building with a flat roof is a series of buildings added to one another – most are rectangular 

with the exception of the half‐round showroom at the corner of Spring and Main Streets.  The masonry is a 

combination of types – from brick to concrete block.  Some of it has been stuccoed and all of it has been painted 

white.  The showroom is its most distinctive feature with floor to ceiling glazing and projecting visor‐like canopy 

above.  The rectangular portions of the building have several vehicle bays with overhead doors facing Main Street.     

 

History:   

This block on the south side of Main Street has long been used for transportation‐related businesses. By the 1910s, 

many of the village’s early buildings on this block had already been removed, or were dilapidated. By 1921, several 

large buildings on the block were used for automobile and farm implement sales. The original building on this site 

was built as an Oldsmobile dealership (two‐stall garage).  The curved showroom was erected in the late 1940s 

(before 1948) for the Herman Motor Company, and an additional service area was added in the 1950s (Betty 

Mann, Rock County Historical Society, personal communication, 22 February 2013; Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 

1949).  

 

Integrity:  Some alterations have been made to this property overtime, but its distinctive curved show room 

remains intact. 

 

Recommendation:  This property would be contributing to a potential Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic 

District with a period of significance extending to 1965.  
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North elevation 

 
North and west elevation 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Office Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐061

Address:  313 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1140‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837281 m N  725319 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Modern 

Date Const:  c. 1980  Historic Context: None

Historic Use:  Offices  Present Use: Offices

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Non‐contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 92‐front 
89‐rear 

 
Setting:  Mid‐block, north side of street. 
 
Description:   
This monolithic one story brick building is rectangular in plan except for the angled corners.  The walls are brick 

with a “corduroy” concrete block cornice, so named because the flutes in the block and the heavily textured 

surface resembles corduroy when laid in a stack bond.  It has a flat roof above.  The entrance is recessed at an 

angle and consists of a single door with adjacent floor to ceiling glazed storefront.  There are also high clerestory 

windows on the side walls.  

 

History:   

This one‐story brick and concrete block office building was constructed c. 1980, based on architectural style and 
materials. 
 

Integrity: This building appears to retain good integrity. 

 

Recommendation:  This property would be non‐contributing to a Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic District 

due to its age. 
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South elevation at street 

 
North elevation at alley 

 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Ken and Bush’s Phillips 66 Gas Station Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐062

Address:  321 E. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1141‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837288 m N  725343 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Modern 

Date Const:  1964  Historic Context: None

Historic Use:  Gas Station  Present Use: Automotive 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Potentially contributing

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 91‐front 
90‐rear 

 
Setting: Northwest corner of Main and Spring Streets 
 

Description:   
This one story concrete block building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof of varying heights.  The southwest 
corner of the building has two vehicle bays with overhead doors facing Main Street.  The northeast corner has a 
single vehicle bay facing Spring Street.  The southeast corner of the building houses the office/retail space and is 
the most dramatic portion of the building.  Sloped reflective glazing (tilted out at the top) set on a low masonry 
base wraps the corner. Entry doors are recessed within the glazing at both the Main and Spring Street facades.  
Above, the roof structure has deep overhangs and appears to almost float over the glass, except where it is 
supported by the end walls of adjacent vehicle bays.  
 

History:   

This gas station was built by Phillips 66 in 1964 using a standard company design (Benjamin Vander Kooi, personal 
communication, 22 February 2013).  Locally, it was known as Ken and Bush’s Phillips 66. A small filling station was 
previously on this site. No longer serving as a gas station, it now offers auto service. A second Phillips 66 station 
was built on South Highway 75 at about the same time, but has since been substantially modified.   
 

References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 

Integrity:  This building is generally intact and retains historic integrity.  

 

Recommendation:  This property would be contributing to a potential Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic 

District with a period of significance extending to 1965.  
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South and east elevations 

 

 
North elevation at alley 



 LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  United Methodist Church Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐045

Address:  100 W. Main/ 109 N. Freeman County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN: 20‐1637‐100

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837291 m N  724998 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Ward Whitwam  Style: Modern 

Date Const:  1969  Historic Context: None

Historic Use:  Religious/ Worship  Present Use: Religious/ Worship 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Non‐Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 29‐ looking NW 
30‐Plaque 
31‐looking SW 

Setting:  
North side of street, East corner of block, cross street is Freeman 
 

Description:   
This church building is composed of three main parts – the sanctuary, an administration/fellowship building, and a 
wall surrounding the church yard.  The sanctuary has brick walls at the ground level and an exaggerated mansard 
roof above that is over two stories in height.  The roof is clad in standing seam metal.  The brick administration 
building is 2 ½ stories and has a shallow gabled roof with asphalt shingles.  Windows are evenly spaced and 
connected at all levels by spandrel panels, creating a break in the otherwise plain brick walls.   It connects to the 
sanctuary at the rear of the site, creating a T‐shaped plan. The walls surrounding the church yard are at the 
sidewalk, continuing the street wall of the adjacent commercial buildings.  The walls are rock‐faced random ashlar 
limestone and have iron entry gates. 
 

History:   

The Luverne Methodist Church is among the earliest organization churches in the city. The congregation began 

with the formation of a Sunday School in 1873, holding sessions in homes and later in the public school. By 1877, 

the congregation was sufficiently established to acquire several lots on the northwest corner of Main and 

Freeman, where they erected a gabled, brick, Gothic Revival church building.  This structure, only the second brick 

building in Luverne, was not only used for church services, but also for public school classes, social events, court 

and even the county fair.  

The Methodist congregation stayed in this location, remodeling and expanding their original building in 1905 and 

1948. By the 1960s, the congregation saw the need to replace the building with a new facility, and on May 12, 

1968 they voted to erect a new building on the same site. Ward Whitwam architects of Sioux Falls designed the 

new building; Christensen Corporation of Luverne was the contractor. The new building was decidedly Modern in 

its design. A stone wall with gated opening encloses a courtyard at the corner of Main and Freeman, and the 

copper clad, Mansard‐type roof is the predominant visual character. A commercial building on the west end of the 

parcel was removed for the expansion. The new building, dedicated in November 1969, seats 600 people in the 

sanctuary, and incorporates the stained glass windows from the old church in the chapel and fellowship hall. Also 
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in November 1969, the Steen United Methodist Church voted to merge into this congregation. The building 

continues to serve as the Luverne United Methodist Church. 

 

References: 

Rock County Historical Society 
1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 

1976. Rock County Historical Society and 
Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, Luverne, 
Minnesota. 

 

Integrity:  Good ‐ No substantial alterations since 

its construction in 1969. 

 

 

 

 

 
South and east elevation of church at corner of Main Street and Freeman Avenue 

 

 
North side of church at alley and east side along Freeman  



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Manitou Hotel  Inventory No.  RA‐LVC‐009

Address:  101 W. Main Street  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1587‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837239 m N  724992 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  W. E. E. Greene  Style: Romanesque 

Date Const:  1901  Historic Context: Railroad and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Hotel  Present Use: Residential 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not evaluated  NR Recommendation: Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: Front – 128 
Rear – 137 & 138 

 
Setting:  SW Corner of Main St. and Freeman 
 

Description:  
This three‐story masonry building has a rusticated quartzite base with red brick above.  Quartzite is used as trim 

and accents at the upper levels, as well.  The building is rectangular with an angled corner entrance bay, three bays 

facing Main Street and three wider bays facing Freeman Avenue.  The center bay at each façade, along with the 

corner, has a raised pediment at the parapet and some of the windows within these bays have arched tops with 

rusticated stone trim.   The roof is flat.  At the upper levels, the corner bay has one window, the Main Street bays 

each has two windows, while those on Freeman vary from two to four.  All of the windows are 1/1 single or double 

hung and the ground floor windows also have transoms.  

The corner entrance is recessed within a porch that is a half a flight of stairs above grade.  The porch is framed with 

cast iron columns and beams and has been enclosed with glazing in recent years.   There is a secondary entrance at 

the central bay on Freeman which is only a few steps above grade.  At the rear of the building, a solarium on an 

undressed quartzite base has been added at the first level across part of the building.  Adjacent to this, a wood 

deck has also been added. 

 

History:   

The Manitou Hotel was opened in 1901 to great fanfare, and proclaimed as “the pride of Luverne, one of the 

handsomest, best designed, and most complete and best equipped hotels in the northwest” (RCHS Buildings Files 

clipping, 1901). The event marking its opening on December 11 was attended by the public, eager to see the 

village’s newest, most modern building. The operations of the hotel were handled by lease arrangement by Mr. 

and Mrs. Grant Bronson, former proprietors of the Arnold House in Owatonna.  

The hotel came about to meet the increasing need of travelers and businessmen doing work in the growing 

community and was financed by a large group of Luverne businessmen. Although several hotels had long been 

available, a first class hotel, convenient to both railroad depots, was deemed necessary. The old Luverne Hotel, 

located directly across the Freeman Avenue (site of the Palace Theater) would not remain standing for many more 
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years. The Manitou was designed by local architect W. E. E. Greene, who did work on several downtown buildings 

and on the Rock County Courthouse grounds. Sioux Falls contractor, G. O. Keesler, erected the building at a cost of 

$25,000. 

The building originally had 35 guest room, eight with private baths. Six additional toilet rooms served the other 

guest, along with 17 water closets, 10 bath tubs, and 18 marble lavatories. Steam provided the heat and the 

building was fully lit by electricity. Telephones in each room connected the guests with the office, which served as 

a central switchboard. Other facilities in the impressive building included a bar room, barber shop, dining room, 

kitchen, laundry. Three sample rooms provided space for travelling salesmen to display their goods. 

This property has also been home to the Brass Rail Bar and Robert’s Barber Shop. It has been converted to a 

permanent multiple unit residence.  

 

References: 

Rock County Historical Society (RCHS) 

1901  “Buildings Files” of newspaper clippings. Luverne, Minnesota. 

 

Integrity:  Very good. Minor alterations and enclosures at the corner entry and to the rear. 

 

 
North and east elevations at corner of Freeman and Main Street 
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Rear elevation at alley 

 
Rear elevation at alley and side elevation along Freeman 
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Historic photo ca. 1901 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Commercial Building Inventory No. RK-LVC-044 
Address: 110 W. Main St. County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1637-100 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837271 m N 724965 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: Utilitarian  
Date Const: c. 1940 Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 

Development 
Historic Use: Business/commerce Present Use: Business/commerce 
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not evaluated NR Recommendation: Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 27-front 

32-rear 
 
Setting: Mid block, north side, adjacent to Methodist church 
 
Description:   
This simple one story brick building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  It is very shallow from front back as it 
was originally attached to the front of a house that has since been torn down.  It has a center entrance door that is 
flanked by high windows on either side.  The dark red brick is contrasted by a buff colored brick soldier course near 
the top and a rowlock course at the parapet. 
 
History:   
This small commercial block was constructed between 1935 and 1948, based on documentary evidence. Although 
set amid commercial buildings, this parcel remained as a dwelling as late as 1930, one of the very few on Main 
Street between Estey and Spring. A 1910 newspaper article refers to it as Mary Barck’s residence (RCHS History 
Files 1910). A 1935 photograph of the block still shows the house’s set back in contrast with the commercial 
buildings to the west.  By 1948, however, the current brick structure is illustrated on the Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Map as an appendage to the frame dwelling, with direct sidewalk frontage. Based on the design of the building, it 
was likely constructed in the late 1930s. At some point, the house on the rear was removed.  

Previous businesses in this location include Millard Insurance, Estenseon Company, Bob Sanny Real Estate, Round 
Wind Travel, and Mariposa Beauty Shop. 
 
References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

Rock County Historical Society 
1910  History Files. Rock County Historical Society. Luverne, Minnesota. 

 
Integrity: Good. Much of the historic fabric remains intact. 
 



RK-LVC-044 Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Page 2 of 3 

 
South elevation facing Main Street 

 

 
North elevation from alley 
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Historic photo, date unknown, ca. 1950s 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Office Inventory No. RK-LVC-076 
Address: 111 W. Main St. County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1588-000 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837238 m N 724972 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: Cape Cod 
Date Const: c. 1940 Historic Context: None 
Historic Use: Business/Commerce Present Use: Business/Commerce  
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not evaluated NR Recommendation: Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: Front – 129 

Rear – 136 & 137 
 
Setting: Mid-block, south side 
 
Description:   
This one story Cape Cod style brick building has a steeply pitched gabled roof and looks more like a house than a 
commercial structure.  The entrance is on one side of the front elevation and there are two 8/8 double hung 
windows with shutters across the rest of the façade.    There is a small side yard between the house and the 
building to the east and a separation of a few feet from the building to the west.  The brick walls are  
buff colored on north and east, and red at the rear and west. 
 
History:   
This small brick building appears to have been constructed between 1935 and 1948, when the Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Map illustrates a structure on previously vacant lot on the west side of the Manitou Hotel. A 1935 
photograph of the street does not show this building in place. Based on the building style and materials, it appears 
likely to date from the later 1940s. Although residential in looks and style, it appears to have been built and used 
for commercial purposes.  Its present use is a salon.  Previous businesses have included a doctor’s office and real 
estate offices.  
 
References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 
Integrity: This building retains good integrity. An addition has been placed on the rear elevation. 
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North elevation facing Main Street 

 
Garage at alley 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Implement Dealership Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐077

Address:  113 W. Main St.   County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1589‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837239 m N  724958 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  c. 1920  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not evaluated  NR Recommendation: Non‐contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: Front – 130 
Rear ‐ 136 

 
Setting:  Mid‐block, south side 
 

Description:   
This one story masonry building bears little resemblance to its original appearance aside from its width, height, flat 
roof, and the pilasters which frame the storefront. The masonry has been covered with stucco board and aside 
from two reduced windows and the entrance door, the storefront has been in‐illed with solid walls covered in faux 
(plastic) stone and vinyl siding.   The entrance has a Colonial Revival surround and there is a canopy over the 
storefront.   
 

History:   

The building was probably constructed as a farm implements dealership between 1913 and 1921 (based on review 

of Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps). It was later used for the Luverne Maytag Company and an auto repair shop 

(1930s), and then part of a Buick dealership (1950s).  Present business is Manitou Carpets.   

 

References: 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity:  Compromised ‐ The building has been significantly altered with the application of modern siding material 

on the entire façade. 
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North elevation at Main Street 

 
South elevation at alley 
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LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Greene, DeLate & Fritz Building Inventory No. RK-LVC-043 
Address: 114 W. Main St. County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1636-000 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837271 m N 724954 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style:  Classical Revival 
Date Const: 1910 Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 

Development 
Historic Use: Business/commerce Present Use: Business/commerce  

American Family  
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not evaluated NR Recommendation: Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 26-front 

33-rear 
 
Setting:  Mid-block, North Side 
 
Description:   
This two story brick building has a centered first floor storefront and an upper level that is framed by a contrasting 
brick and stone pediment with classical pilasters.  The roof is flat and the parapet appears to have a stone cap that 
is still intact.  The original 1/1 double-hung windows at the second level have been replaced with fixed windows 
that have false muntins. The ground floor storefront has been replaced with a bay window and the doors that flank 
it are not original.  These doors and the bay window also have false muntins.  There is a modern awning above the 
storefront, but the original masonry appears intact behind it.    
 
History:   
In April 1910, the local newspaper announced the construction of this “substantial brick building” for the firm of 
Greene, DeLate, & Fritz, a heating, plumbing and electrical business. The new building would be 25x70 feet, two 
stories tall, and constructed of sand-lime brick produced by the Luverne Press Brick Company and “modernly 
equipped throughout” (RCHS History Files). Large show windows fill the first floor façade, and Mr. Greene’s offices 
occupied the second story. The firm moved from their previous quarters on Freeman Avenue, which had become 
inadequate for the volume of business, suggesting the booming growth of Luverne in the 1900s and 1910s.  

Subsequent businesses in this location have been Hinkly Appliances & Plumbing, Central Natural Gas Co., Frakes 
Realty, Koziowski Insurance Agency, Larry Hoyme, CPA, Turbes, Kavilhaug Drealson CPA, Les McDowell Real Estate, 
and Larry Hoyme CPA. The property is currently occupied by American Family Insurance.   
 
References: 
Rock County Historical Society 

1910  History Files. Rock County Historical Society. Luverne, Minnesota. 
 
Integrity:  Alterations include window replacements and a reconstructed storefront, but the original masonry 
appears intact and in good condition.  Overall, the integrity is good.  
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South Elevation facing Main Street 

 
North and east elevations at alley 
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Historic photo, ca. 1920s 

 
Historic photo, ca. 1960s 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name:  Commercial Building Inventory No. RK-LVC-042 
Address: 116 & 116 ½ W. Main St. County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1635-000 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837273 m N 724946 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: Commercial 
Date Const: c. 1910 Historic Context: Railroad and Agricultural 

Development 
Historic Use: Business/commerce Present Use: Business/commerce 
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not evaluated NR Recommendation: Non-Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 25-front 

34-rear 
 
Setting:  Mid-block, North Side 
 
Description:   
This two story building was constructed from rusticated concrete block. It has an asymmetrical storefront and a 
second level entry at the west side.  The upper level has four equally spaced windows that are 1/1 double-hung 
with awnings.  The configuration of these elements reflects the original layout, but details and original materials 
have been completely obscured by wood paneling at the storefront, artificial (plastic) shakes at the upper level, 
and artificial (plastic) brick at the two-story pilasters on either side of the storefront.   
 
History:   
This concrete block building was constructed c. 1910, according to Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.   Since then, it has 
housed a variety of businesses, principally groceries and bakeries, including Cameron Grocery, Wildung Grocery 
(1930s), Reinstra Bakery, Kelly’s Bakery, Dorn’s Bakery, George’s Bakery (1960s), Minnie’s Mud Hut, Moose 
Brothers Pizza. The present business is Quality Printing.   
 
References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 
Integrity:  This building has compromised historic integrity due to an altered storefront and a covered upper story. 
 
Recommendation: This property would be non-contributing to a Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic District 
due to compromised historic integrity. 
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South elevation facing Main Street 

 

 
North elevation at alley 
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Historic photo, ca. 1920s 

 
Historic photo, ca. 1960s 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Livery  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐078

Address:  117 W. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1591‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837238 m N  724944 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Commercial 

Date Const:  1907  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Auto repair  Present Use: Publishing business 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not evaluated  NR Recommendation: Non‐Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: Front – 131 
Rear ‐ 134 

 

Setting:  Mid‐block, south side 
 

Description:   
This one story masonry building bears no resemblance to its original appearance aside from its width, height, and 
flat roof.  The facade has been covered with thin brick veneer and a roof canopy with shakes has been added.  This 
canopy extends across the face of the adjacent building at 123 W. Main.   There is a central entrance with a bank of 
windows to the east and a vehicle bay door to the west.  The parapet is all at the same level and has a clay tile cap.   
 

History:   

This site was long devoted to providing transportation services. By at least the 1890s, a livery was located on these 

parcels.  This building appears have been constructed in 1907 or shortly thereafter, as the 1907 Sanborn Fire 

Insurance Map illustrates a hollow‐brick building with a cement floor labeled “To Be Livery.” With the onset of the 

automobile era soon at hand, the building likely did not last long as a horse livery, adapting its use to cars. In 1913, 

a gasoline tank had been placed under the sidewalk for a pumping station and by 1921, it is clearly labeled as a 

“Garage,” and a repair shop was added to the rear. A photograph dating to 1935 shows the gasoline pumps on the 

sidewalk for the Home Auto Company.  Other occupants have been Rapp Motor and Don’s Body Shop. The building 

has been altered and no longer serves and automotive use, but is home to the Rock County Star Herald 

newspaper. The long‐time local publisher, which had been headquartered out of the building next door (123 West 

Main Street), acquired this property in 1976 and moved their editorial, advertising and business offices into the 

remodeled space (RCHS 1977:194). 

 

References: 

Rock County Historical Society 
1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 

Luverne, Minnesota. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 



RK‐LVC‐078   Minnesota Architecture‐History Inventory Form   Page 2 of 3 

Integrity: Compromised ‐ This building has compromised integrity by the application of a modern wall surface and 

the addition on a canopy. 

 

 
North elevation at Main Street 

 
South elevation at alley 
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LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Myhre’s Photography Studio Inventory No. RK-LVC-041 
Address: 118 W Main St. County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1634-000 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837272 m N 724936 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style: Brick Commercial 
Date Const: c. 1905 Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 

Development 
Historic Use: Business/Commerce Present Use: Business/Commerce 
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not evaluated NR Recommendation: Non-Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 24- Front 

35-Rear 
 
Setting:  Mid-block, North Side 
 
Description:   
This two story brick building is wider than most of the adjacent storefront buildings as it houses two storefront 
spaces.  Both entrances are at the center of the building with a storefront to each side.  The second level has a pair 
of centered windows and a single window in an arched opening above each storefront bay.  The windows are 1/1 
double-hung except that one of the center windows has an air conditioner and infill panel.  There is also an air 
conditioner installed in the brick wall adjacent to the window.  The brick at this level has been painted.  The 
configuration of the storefront reflects the original layout, but the storefronts have been replaced with brick and 
newer windows.  Additionally, a gabled pediment has been added above the storefront.   
 
History:   
The commercial building was constructed between 1900 and 1907. In 1907, a brick-veneered frame structure is 
illustrated on Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps and labeled as “Photo.” It continued to be labeled as “Photo.” through 
1949, although the eastern storefront was segmented for another business by 1930. Myhre’s photograph gallery is 
referenced on this block in a 1910 newspaper article (RCHS History Files 1910).  Later businesses in this space 
include Edna Van Rockel Beauty Shop, Hazel’s Apparel, KLOH Radio station, and Children’s Used Clothing, and 
Route I Photography. The current business is Chuck’s Barber. 
 
References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 
Integrity:  Compromised - Although the second story of this building remains intact, the first story storefront has 
been radically altered with brick facing and a pediment. 
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South elevation facing Main Street 

 
North elevation at alley 
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Historic photo, ca 1920s 

 
Historic photo, ca. 1960s 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Rock County Star  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐079

Address:  123 W. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1592‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837240 m N  724930 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial 

Date Const:  1920  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Publishing/Business  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not evaluated  NR Recommendation: Non‐Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 132 ‐ front 
133 ‐ rear 

 
Setting:  Mid‐block, adjacent to vacant corner lot 
 

Description:   

This two story brick building with limestone trim is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof.  The masonry is all intact, 

but the storefront windows have been reduced in size and the infill is covered with plywood and wood battens.  

There is a 70’s‐ eras orange door with exaggerated trim around the three tall, narrow glazed lites.  The canopy 

from the adjacent building extends across this façade, as well.  At the upper level, the windows have been covered 

with painted plywood. 

 

History:   

According to the A History of Rock County from 1911 to 1976, this building was constructed in 1920 for the Rock 

County Star (RCHS 1977:194). Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps dating to 1921 indicate this building was used for “auto 

sales.” Later Sanborn maps named “printing” among its uses. Regardless, this structure has long been associated 

with the local newspaper business, and has also been used as a fraternal lodge on the second story.  

The Rock County Star was founded by W. E. Greene with J. P. Jensen in January 1920. Although the two men were 

in the contracting business, they sought to form the new publication to compete with the long‐established Rock 

County Herald and to offer a different political view.  Jensen quickly took over the editor and publisher 

responsibilities, and then the business was sold in 1926 to then assistant editor, James Russell Wiggins. Following 

several other transactions in ownership, the newspaper merged with its once rival, the Rock County Herald in 

1942, becoming the Rock County Star‐Herald. The new newspaper was published out of this building until 1976, 

when they acquired the adjacent building (117 W. Main) and moved their editorial, advertising and business 

offices into that space.  The current business is HSI Habilitative Services. Previous businesses at this location 

include Estenson Company, Meulebroeck & Taubert, and Priebe Chiropractic. 

 

References: 

Rock County Historical Society 
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1977 A History of Rock County: from 1911 to 1976. Rock County Historical Society and Luverne Mrs. Jaycees, 
Luverne, Minnesota. 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 

 

Integrity:  Fair to compromised.  This building’s historic integrity has been compromised by significant alterations 

to the storefront and covered second story window units.  

 
North elevation facing Main Street 

 
South and west elevations from alley 
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Historic Photo ca. 1928 

 
Historic Photo ca. 1930? 
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Historic Photo from 1935 

 

 
Historic Photo from 1954 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Commercial Building  Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐040

Address:  124 W. Main St.  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1633‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837272 m N  724923 m E NAD 83 

 

Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: Brick Commercial/Craftsman

Date Const:  1917  Historic Context: Railroad and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/commerce  Present Use: Fraternal organization 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not evaluated  NR Recommendation: Non‐Contributing 

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 23‐ Front 
36‐Rear 

 
Setting:  North Side 
 

Description:   

This three story brick building is constructed of a dark brown brick with limestone trim at the façade and common 

building brick at the secondary elevations.  There is a one story painted concrete block addition at the alley that 

fills the full depth of the site.  The overall building is rectangular and both the three story and one story portions 

have flat roofs.  The front elevation is anchored by masonry piers at each side and a central bay that originally 

housed a storefront at the ground floor.  The ground floor has been radically altered and now consists of a solid 

brick wall with a single glass entry door to one side and a small projecting roof canopy.  The brick is a lighter mix 

than the rest of the façade.  The upper levels have four equal width and equally spaced windows at the central bay 

and a single window within each pier.  All the windows have been boarded up.  The building parapet is masonry 

and heavily accented with limestone trim.  The piers at each side are taller than the central bay, which has a 

slightly peaked parapet. 

 

History:   

According to sources at the Rock County Historical Society, this building was constructed in 1917. This conforms to 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, which illustrates its first appearance between 1913 and 1921, replacing a dwelling 

on the parcel.  Little is known about this building, although it provided space for two retail establishments at the 

storefront level. Among the businesses to have occupied the property are Cooney Cleaners and the Municipal 

Liquor Store.  It appears likely that lodge meetings took place on the upper stories, although no specific indication 

of this has been noted. The building now serves as American Legion Dell Hogan Post 123. 

 

References: 

Sanborn Map Company 
Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
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Integrity: Compromised ‐ Although the upper floors have only been altered by removing or covering the window 

openings, the first story has been radically altered with brick facing replacing any display windows which were 

originally featured on this building. 

 

 
South elevation facing Main Street 

 

 
North and east elevations at alley 
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Historic photo, ca 1930s? 

 

Historic photo, ca 1930s? 

 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location 
Property Name: Tire Repair Inventory No. RK-LVC-039 
Address: 130 W. Main St. County: Rock 
City/Twp: Luverne PIN 20-1632-000 
T-R-S: Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SW-NW 
USGS Quad Luverne, Minnesota   
UTM Zone 14 4837278 m N 724910 m E NAD 83 
 

Property Information 
Architect: Unknown Style:  Utilitarian 
Date Const: c. 1920 Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 

Development 
Historic Use: Auto service /gas station Present Use: Chrome plating or vacant 
Property 
Type: 

Building Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District, 
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status: Not evaluated NR Recommendation: Non-Contributing 
Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 
Photo Numbers: 22-Front 

37-rear 
 
Setting:  Corner of Estey & Main, north side w/ parking lot 
 
Description:   
This one story building consists of two rectangular structures built at different times.  The western-most building is 
set back from the first and is covered in metal siding at the south and west, but is masonry at the alley.  The 
second is a masonry building that has been stuccoed.   Both buildings have multiple window and door openings 
and the building to the west has a vehicle bay with an overhead door. 
 
History:   
The west portion of this building may date as early the late 1910s or 1920, as a structure in this location is 
identified as a tire repair shop on the 1920 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map. By 1931, an angled addition was 
constructed on the west side to serve as a filling station (no longer extant), while “vulcanizing” operations 
continued in the east building. A dwelling stood between this structure and the three-story to the east until at 
least 1948. It has subsequently been demolished and the east wing of the current building erected in its place.  
 
By at least 1930, gas stations were established at three of the four corners of Main and Estey (the fourth corning 
being the Baptist Church). The first gas station in Luverne is reported to be the Standard Station on the southwest 
corner of Main and Estey, built in 1919 and replaced in 1951 (“Grand Opening of New Service Station,” Rock 
County Star-Herald, November 1951). 
 
The most recent business at this location is Clyde’s Chrome Plating.   
 
References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 
Integrity:  Compromised - This automotive building has been significantly altered from its original configuration.  
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South elevation facing Main Street 

 

 
North elevation at alley 
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1954 Photo with portion of 130 W. Main property at far left 

 
Historic Photo (ca. 1930s) with portion of 130 W. Main property and gas pumps at far left 

 
Historic Photo (ca. 1930s) with portion of 130 W. Main property at far left 



LUVERNE, MINNESOTA:  ARCHITECTURE‐HISTORY INVENTORY FORM 

Property Location

Property Name:  Automotive Repairs and Sales Inventory No.  RK‐LVC‐092

Address:  101 S. McKenzie  County: Rock 

City/Twp:  Luverne  PIN 20‐1113‐000

T‐R‐S:  Township 102, Range 45, Section 11 Quarters: SE‐NW 

USGS Quad  Luverne, Minnesota   

UTM Zone 14  4837227 m N  725272 m E NAD 83 

 
Property Information

Architect:  Unknown  Style: No Style 

Date Const:  c. 1940  Historic Context: Railroads and Agricultural 
Development 

Historic Use:  Business/Commerce  Present Use: Business/Commerce 

Property 
Type: 

Building  Survey Name: Survey of Central Business District,
Luverne Heritage Preservation 
Commission 

NR Status:  Not listed  NR Recommendation: Potentially Contributing

Prepared 
by: 

William E. Stark,  
Stark Preservation Planning LLC 
& Laura Faucher, AIA 

Survey Date: 12/18/2012 

Photo Numbers: 156‐157 

 
Setting:  Mid‐block  adjacent to alley  
 
Description:   
One story brick building with several vehicle bays that have been infilled (likely was an automotive use).  Appears 
to be of two separate construction periods – the south portion has a slightly darker red brick, a soldier course at 
the top of the wall, and clay tile coping at the parapet.   
 
History:   

This pair of buildings was constructed between 1930 and 1948 according to Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. They 
appear to have been constructed for auto sales (on the north) and repairs (on the south). They are currently used 
as a hair salon and a crisis center. 
 
References: 
Sanborn Map Company 

Various years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Luverne, Minnesota. Sanborn Map Company, Chicago. 
 
Integrity: 

These buildings have been altered by storefront modifications and removal, although the openings are clearly 

intact. 

 

Recommendation: This property would be contributing to a potential Downtown Luverne Commercial Historic 

District with a period of significance extending to 1965 because it would include portions of this block.  

 

 



 
North portion of west facade 

 
South portion of west façade at street and south façade at alley 


