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Use the readerboard!
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Add some curb appeal! Street trees, pots, planters - anything!
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The Very Best of Luverne: 
- The Wayside Chapel 
- “Riverside Park” & Redbird Field 
- Verne Drive-in Theater 
- Blue Mound Trail (bike or Segway) 
- Vulture Rock & Blue Mound Viewpoint 
- Those Blasted Things 
- The Bluestem Restaurant
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The Very Best of Luverne: 
- The Wayside Chapel 
- “Riverside Park” & Redbird Field 
- Verne Drive-in Theater 
- Blue Mound Trail (bike or Segway) 
- Vulture Rock & Blue Mound Viewpoint 
- Those Blasted Things 
- The Bluestem Restaurant 
- JJ’s Tasty Drive-in
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The Bean

China Inn

Howling Dog Saloon

Smokey Bear’s Pizza

Get your businesses listed on TripAdvisor! It’s free!
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Downtown Luverne
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8
Downtown facts 
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Fact #1 
Downtowns = visitor spending

The #1 activity of visitors:  
Shopping, dining & entertainment in a  
pedestrian-friendly, intimate setting. 

This is where 80% of all non-lodging spending 
takes place.
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Fact #2 
Downtowns = visitor spending

This is where 80% of all non-lodging spending 
takes place.
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Fact #3 
Tourism IS economic development!
Tourism is the front door to your non-tourism 

economic development efforts. 

Downtown is the litmus test.
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Fact #4 
Downtowns are critical to your success
The heart and soul of any community - besides its 

people - is its downtown. 

If you don’t hang out in your downtown,  
neither will visitors.

197 198



Fact #5 
Downtowns are back!

And in a big way.

199

Here’s why
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Fact #6 
The future of downtowns

Downtowns are where we go after work 
and on weekends.
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Fact #7

In economic development, tourism, and community 
development there is 

absolutely, positively NOTHING that’s more important 
than your downtown.
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Thinking that beautification and facade 
improvements will “fix” a downtown. 

It’s what’s IN the buildings that makes you a draw.

Fact #8 
The business mix rules

209

A beautiful gateway to downtown!
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As nice a downtown gateway sign as we’ve seen! Excellent!

212

Consider an etched stone plaque of Luverne veterans.
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Get people to drive THROUGH downtown.
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Blue Mounds State Park viewpoint & trail

214

Caution: Private businesses should never use the city’s logo.
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A great little store!
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The Very Best of Luverne: 
- The Wayside Chapel 
- “Riverside Park” & Redbird Field 
- Verne Drive-in Theater 
- Blue Mound Trail (bike or Segway) 
- Vulture Rock & Blue Mound Viewpoint 
- Those Blasted Things 
- The Bluestem Restaurant 
- JJ’s Tasty Drive-in 
- W-2’s Quality Meats
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Not a whole lot going on after 6:00 pm!
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The 7•8•7 Rule
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Fact #2

70% of all consumer retail spending 
takes place after 6:00 pm. 

Are you open?

220

70% of all consumer retail spending 
takes place after 6:00 pm.
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Work with your property owners on 
defined hours and days in lease agreements.
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Watch the video for how-to 

instructions 
and why this is important.
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Let’s make downtown Luverne THE destination in SW Minnesota!

224

Create pedestrian wayfinding signage to “Courthouse Square.”
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The Very Best of Luverne: 
- The Wayside Chapel 
- “Riverside Park” & Redbird Field 
- Verne Drive-in Theater 
- Blue Mound Trail (bike or Segway) 
- Vulture Rock & Blue Mound Viewpoint 
- Those Blasted Things 
- The Bluestem Restaurant 
- JJ’s Tasty Drive-in 
- W-2’s Quality Meats 
- Rock County Courthouse & Veterans Memorial
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Monetize this! Or veterans coffee and tea every morning.
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This is too beautiful to waste! Segway tours from here?
56

231

Would Jim consider photography classes a couple of times a year?
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The Very Best of Luverne: 
- The Wayside Chapel 
- “Riverside Park” & Redbird Field 
- Verne Drive-in Theater 
- Blue Mound Trail (bike or Segway) 
- Vulture Rock & Blue Mound Viewpoint 
- Those Blasted Things 
- The Bluestem Restaurant 
- JJ’s Tasty Drive-in 
- W-2’s Quality Meats 
- Rock County Courthouse & Veterans Memorial 
- Jim Brandenburg Gallery
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237

Exceptionally well done.
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The Very Best of Luverne: 
- The Wayside Chapel 
- “Riverside Park” & Redbird Field 
- Verne Drive-in Theater 
- Blue Mound Trail (bike or Segway) 
- Vulture Rock & Blue Mound Viewpoint 
- Those Blasted Things 
- The Bluestem Restaurant 
- JJ’s Tasty Drive-in 
- W-2’s Quality Meats 
- Rock County Courthouse & Veterans Memorial 
- Jim Brandenburg Gallery 
- Herreid Military Museum
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